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Woodbury Lions Club Close Out Year By Adding Five New Members
Woodbury—At the final meeting
of the Woodbury Lions Club in
2021, five new Lions were inducted by District Governor Paul Williams, bringing their club’s total
membership to 60!
Please welcome the following new
Lions: Jodi Ritacca, Greg Carlini
Maredith Spector, Mark Dvorak
and Jaeson Steele.
All told, District 5M-6 closed the
calendar year with 1,253
members, which is net gain of 21
members since our year began on
July 1.
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If you volunteer for something that you
really care about, you don’t have to
be pushed, the Vision pulls you

1. Woodbury Lions Club
2. Int’l President’s Message
3. Writings from DG Paul

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

4. District 5M-6 Mid-Winter Convention
Registration Form

Service from the Heart with
International President
Douglas Alexander

5. District 5M-6 Mid-Winter Hotel
Registration Form
6. Proposed Changes to District
Constitution and By-Laws
7. Proposed Changes to District
Constitution and By-Laws
8. Proposed Changes to District
Constitution and By-Laws
9. Items Needed for Silent Auction During
Mid-Winter Fundraiser
10. Northern Pride Forum
11. Northern Pride Forum
12. Qati Brings Balance to Bennett’s Life
13. Club Anniversaries/LCIF

Dear Lions,
Your exceptional courage and kindness have helped your community throughout
this extraordinary year. And though you have already given so much, this holiday
season I ask you to consider giving a little more. Because for many families in your
community, this is a time of great need.
Let’s give the gift of hope to those in need this season. Work with your club to plan
a hunger project to ensure that families in your community have a special holiday
meal to share this year. And consider a gift to your community through LCIF—your
global foundation—and see your generosity make a difference for years to come.
Thank you for your incredible service to your community and our world.
Yours in Service,
Douglas X. Alexander
International President

14. Service from the Heart

Campaign 100

15. Service from the Heart

Your club has made a big impact in the lives of the people in your community. And
together with Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) and Campaign 100, you
empower your club to take on the biggest health concerns facing your community
and get more done all year round.

16. MN Lions Diabetes Foundation
17. MN Lions Diabetes Foundation
18. WBL 75th Annual Show
19. LITPC Scholarship
20. Hastings Rivertown Super Breakfast

We are now closer than ever to reaching our goal, but with only six months left in
this historic campaign, every contribution matters. So this holiday season, make an
end-of-year gift to Campaign 100, and together we can make a lasting difference.

21. 2022 MD5M Convention
22. New Members

Hunger Project Planners
More than 11% of all people face the global effects of chronic hunger, and half of
those impacted are children under the age of five. But Lions are working to make a
difference that will last through the holidays and beyond.
Hunger service project planners can help you organize life-changing projects like a
food collection or direct food service for those in need. Download your hunger project planner today and learn more about how Lions are improving food security and
what your club can do to help.
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Writings from DG Paul

The theme for my year as District Governor is “We serve… a
changing world.” A corollary to this theme is “Times change
and we must change with them.”

person and via Zoom. The Club accepts PayPal and other payment
options for the payment of dues.
The monthly newsletter is provided electronically with links to their
Clubs Facebook page as well as to the district newsletter. In fact,
they established their own link to the district newsletter even when
the newsletter was not available on the District 5M-6 site.

When I visit clubs, I sometimes begin my presentation by
noting that when I started college, I wrote for college
newspaper. I would write my stories on a typewriter similar to
the typewriter depicted above. The editor would mark up the
stories by hand the story would then be retyped by a typesetter,
the copy would then come out in a long strip, and we would lay
-out the paper by hand.

In addition, the Club produced a professional 2 1/2 minute YouTube
video describing the club’s key service and fundraising projects over
the past year. Finally, the club established an endowment fund to
support the needs of Club when it celebrates its 100th anniversary.

After I graduated and started working as a reporter for “real”
newspapers, I experienced the transition from writing a story
using a typewriter to writing stories on a computer and laying
out the newspaper not by hand but with computer programs.
The new technology made it much easier and cheaper to
communicate with people through mass media.

Congrats to the Stillwater and Woodbury Lions Club for using new
technology and new processes to serve [and prepare for] ...a changing world.

___________________________________________________

Eventually new forms of communication such as email, Facebook, blogs, Instagram and Twitter came into vogue. These are
now the predominant means of communication and—
consequently, clubs may need to adjust to the new forms of
technology to communicate and attract new members.

The Midwinter Convention is quickly approaching. The hotel rate will
be good until the date of the convention. Non-meal registration is still
open.
The convention will feature seminars on KidSight, new approaches to
membership and craft cocktails.

This year, I have witnessed clubs updating the way they communicate to the public and their members. Although I have
come across several examples of clubs using new technology
to cope with the changing times, I would like to highlight two
clubs that I visited in December that are trying new approaches
to reach out to their members and to the community.

Please note that the rooms for this year’s convention are not
conducive to hanging club banners, so do not bring you club banners.
The keynote speaker will be having Past International Director (PID)
Mark Hintzmann, from Watertown, Wisconsin. PID Mark was elected
to serve a two-year term as a director of Lions Clubs International at
the association’s 94th International Convention, held in Seattle,
Washington, USA July 4-8, 2011. He owns and operates a special
needs school bus company. Lion Mark was Host Chairperson of the
2010 USA/Canada Forum in Milwaukee and was Chair of the 2018
USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum in Columbus Ohio.

The Stillwater Lions Club publishes information about
upcoming club speakers on Facebook so that the members
and potential members can attend. On December 7, for
example, they had Gary Goodman, Bookseller, for St. Croix
Antiquarian, speak about his book, “The Last Bookseller: A
Life in the Rare Book Trade.” They also featured a medical
doctor and member speak about contagious diseases including
Covid.

For this year’s District Service Project, please bring your old jeans for
the Sole Hope Project. During the convention, you will have ample
opportunity to participate in this year’s service project.

By publicizing upcoming speakers to the general public, they
can attract potential members who may be interested in hearing more about their community and topics of the day.

At the Mid-Winter Convention, patterns provided by Sole Hope will be
used to cut pieces from jeans and plastic file folders. These pieces
will be made into shoe kits and shipped to Sole Hope in Uganda,
Africa. There, seamstresses and cobblers will use the pieces of jeans
and file folders - along with pieces of tire and elastic - to create
shoes.

Their Facebook posts also list the organizations supported by
the Club. This allows the community to see the many
organizations supported by the club.
The Woodbury Lions Club, also uses new tools and
technology to communicate with their members and with the
general public.

We look forward to seeing you there!

All meetings for example, are hybrid meetings, conducted in
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Proposed Changes to District Constitution and By-Laws
What follows are four proposed resolutions to our current Constitution and By-Laws that will be voted
on at our 2022 District 5M-6 Business Meeting.
Resolution 1:
This resolution is to revise Article VII Convention Fund Section 1. Convention Tax on page 27 of the
5M6 By-Laws.
Current :
Section 1. To provide revenue to defray the operating costs of a district convention, an annual district
convention fund tax of $1.75 shall be levied upon each member of each club in the district and shall
be collected in advance by each club, except newly chartered and reorganized club, with the
semiannual billing of July 1 of each year. Such billing shall be based upon the membership of each
Lions club as shown by its membership report of July 1 of each year.
Proposed:
Section 1. To provide revenue to defray the operating costs of a district convention, an annual district
convention fund tax of $1.75 $3.00 shall be levied upon each member of each club in the district and
shall be collected in advance by each club, except newly chartered and organized club, with the
semiannual billing of July 1 of each year. Such billing shall be based upon the membership of each
Lions club as shown by its membership report of July 1 of each year. These funds shall be only

deposited into the convention fund account.
Rational:
Due to the high cost of putting on a Convention and the yearly unknown attendance it is
recommended to increase the annual district convention fund tax of $1.75 per member to $3.00.

Resolution 2:
This resolution is intended to add verbiage to the current Article VII Convention Fund, Section 2
Remaining Funds on page 28 of the current By-Laws.
Current:
Section 2. REMAINING FUNDS. In any fiscal year, any balance remaining in the convention fund
after payment of all convention administrative expenses in that year shall remain in said convention
fund and become available for future convention expenses and be treated as income in any fiscal
year in which expended or otherwise budgeted for payment of such expenses.
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Proposed Changes to District Constitution and By-Laws

Proposed:
Section 2. REMAINING FUNDS. In any fiscal year, any balance remaining in the convention fund
after payment of all convention administrative expenses in that year shall remain in said convention
fund and become available for future convention expenses and be treated as income in any fiscal
year in which expended or otherwise budgeted for payment of such expenses. Such remaining

funds shall not go below $3000.00 in any fiscal year.
Rational:
Due to the uncertain cost and expense of the annual convention it is recommended that a
minimum amount of $3000.00 be kept in escrow in the convention fund as start-up funds. These
funds in addition with the annual convention fund tax that is collected from the July 1st semiannual
billing will give the district a reasonable amount to promote the annual convention.
Resolution 3:
Proposed:
This resolution would add a new article VIII Titled Technology Fund Tax to our current 5M6
By-Laws. If approved all Articles after it will be renumbered accordingly.
Section 1. TECHNOLOGY FUND TAX. To provide revenue to defray the operating costs of a
5M6 district website, an annual district technology tax of $2.00 shall be levied upon each
member of each club in the district and shall be collected in advance by each club, except newly
chartered and reorganized club, with the semiannual billing of July 1 of each year. Such billing
shall be based upon the membership of each Lions club as shown by its membership report of
July 1 of each year. These funds will be collected as part of the July 1st billing and deposited into
the district’s administrative account. The funds will then be transferred into the district
designated fund account and listed as a Technology line item under Cabinet expenses.
Section 2. REMAINING FUNDS. In any fiscal year, any balance remaining in the technology
fund after payment of all technology administrative expenses in that year shall remain in said
technology fund and become available for future technology expenses and be treated as income in
any fiscal year in which expended or otherwise budgeted for payment of such expenses. The
maximum annual dollar amount left in the technology account shall not exceed $3000 and any
dollar amount in excess of the $3000 shall be transferred into the contingency fund.
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Proposed Changes to District Constitution and By-Laws
Rational:
Currently every district within the multiple is being charged a technology fund tax to help defray
the cost of operating the multiple district website. That cost is then passed onto each club in each
district. In the past the cost of maintaining the 5M6 website has been funded through funds from
our contingency fund as needed. However, in order to maintain a usable district website, the cost
needs to be passed onto the membership of the district. We can’t continue to use the contingency
funds to support the website. The contingency fund is basically to be used as a savings account
that is only to be used to replenish the Travel & Training funds and the administrative account.
Resolution 4:
This resolution is to add the new MD-5M activity.
ARTICLE XI
District Projects
Section 1. DISTRICT PROJECTS. Some projects supported by District 5M-6 clubs are in addition to
Multiple District Activities as listed in the MD-5M Constitution and By-Laws. Some of these projects
are: District LEO clubs, District Float, Youth Exchange, Peace Poster, Camps, Special Olympics,
International Understanding, Quest, Kids Sight, Minnesota Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation, Inc,
Minnesota Lions Missions, Inc. and an Environmental Project Fund. There may be Chairs appointed by
the District Governor to oversee these projects within District 5M-6.
Rationale:
To update our current list of District Project as prescribed in the 5M-6 By-Laws section of the 5M-6
Constitution & Bylaws.
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Items Needed for Silent Auction During Mid-Winter Fundraiser
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Northern Pride Lions Forum

10

Northern Pride Lions Forum
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Qati Brings Balance to Bennett’s Life
Eleven-year-old Bennett remembers when his parents first
told him he would be getting an assistance dog. “I was
really excited and I was saying that my life might be
changed forever.” That’s just what a cute, little black Lab
named Qati (“Catty”) has done for him.
Born with Duchenne muscular dystrophy, Bennett explains
how his muscles tire easily and movements can pose
difficulties, saying that he often feels “unbalanced. It’s like
I’m going to fall and then I catch myself.”
Qati, who spent some of her first three years in our prison
program in Rochester, knows her skills well and loves to
perform them for Bennett. She is trained to help Bennett
put clothes down the laundry chute, open the refrigerator,
get Bennett’s leg braces and pick up various items. This
last task is one of Bennett’s favorites because he says, “I
don’t have to bend over and have the risk of falling.” Instead, Qati can help him preserve his balance.
A new middle schooler, Bennett is excited to have Qati
as a classmate and spent the summer “practicing” with her
so she is “ready to go to school.” Bennett’s mom, Jessica,
is comforted with this new arrangement too, saying, “My
biggest fear as a mom with Bennett having a disability is
the other kids and his emotional health, so I feel like him
having Qati is a huge relief for him, and for us, knowing
that he’ll have someone during the day.”

says, “I’m glad that they helped train a good dog.”
Thank you to all those who made this partnership possible:
Great Start Home: The Bequette-Kemmis family
Puppy Raiser: Federal Medical Center-Rochester
(Prison Program)
Special Thanks: The Kelley-Pegg family, The
Bequette-Kemmis family
You: Thank you for your donations!

School isn’t the only place this team will head to together.
They will go to Bennett’s karate lessons and doctor’s
appointments, and the extra company is already bringing
better emotional balance for Bennett. Jessica says, “He just
seemed in a better mood, even at his appointments, he
just seemed happier and better with her there. And those
appointments are tough.” Bennett agrees, adding that with
Qati by his side at the clinic, “It felt more comforting being
there.”
The two of them get out to explore their surroundings now
too. Jessica explains, “He was never going for walks. He
hated going for walks, and then when he got Qati, he
wanted to go for walks every night.” Bennett admits,
“Going for walks is good exercise for me and her, so it’s
important.”
Qati has become a steady influence in Bennett’s world, and
he and his family are grateful. When Bennett thinks of
everyone who spent time nurturing Qati along the way, he
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NEEDED
We still have a few District
Cabinet positions left to fill.
If you are interested in any of
the following, please contact
DG Paul Williams at:
paulwilliams@lions5m-6.org.

DECEMBER/JANUARY
CLUB ANNIVERSARIES
Cottage Grove
12/1/1970
South St. Paul
12/10/1946
St. Paul North Ramsey 500 1/13/1977
Woodbury
1/17/1969
Hastings Rivertown
1/23/1967

•

Can do Canines
(2nd person needed)

•

Project New Hope
(2 persons needed)

•

Leos Liaison
(1 person needed)

Dear Fellow Lions,
On Friday, December 10, a rare, late-season series of tornadoes battered
portions of the Southern and Midwestern United States, leaving dozens dead,
many others injured, and major devastation in countless communities.
When a humanitarian crisis of this magnitude strikes, we, as Lions, are ready
to help. Right beside us is Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF), our
global foundation. LCIF quickly responded and awarded Emergency grant
funding to allow Lions in the affected communities to respond to urgent
needs of the victims.
You can help. Your generous donation to LCIF’s disaster relief fund will help
deliver further funds to families impacted by the devastation.
To make a donation, please click here.
Thank you for your kindness and for working together with LCIF to rebuild
lives.
Sincerely,
Dr. Jung-Yul Choi
LCIF Chairperson

We want to promote your club’s events! Don’t see your event here?
Please submit details to events@lions5m-6.org to get your event listed.
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Woodbury Lions Club members ringing bells for the Salvation
Army.

Woodbury—Woodbury Lion Tricia Wood’s dancing Elf Troupe
entertained those who rang the bell for the Salvation Army Dec. 2nd
and 2rd at Jerry’s Foods.

The White Bear Lake Lions Club have been providing toys and warm
clothes to needy families for the past 20 years. This year, they served 47
families which equated to 131 children. The Club has been able to
provide this service with the help of the Wildwood Lions, the American
Legion, VFW and their Auxiliaries, the schools of 624 and the citizens of
White Bear Lake.
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The Scandia Marine Lions Club tied 13 blankets for
Solid Ground. Solid Ground helps people rebuild their
lives after experiencing homelessness.

Scandia Marines Lions cutting fabric and tying blankets. The blanket
tying occurred during a Dec. 11
breakfast with Santa.

At the Stillwater Lions Club Christmas Party. Entertainment was
provided by SAHS Vagabonds.

The Scandia-Marine Lions, family members, and friends packing food at Feed My Starving Children on the day after Thanksgiving.
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Greetings Fellow Lions,
The Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation invites and encourages all clubs in 5M to participate in a
STRIDES for Diabetes Awareness event. This will be the foundation’s major fundraiser for the
year. All proceeds will be used to support the missions of the foundation, the major focus of which
is funding research to cure diabetes.
With your support we are getting closer to life without diabetes.
The STRIDES for Diabetes Awareness event will run from February - April. During these months,
participants will be expected to log 15 miles of activity each month. Any kind of physical activity
you can track in miles will count toward this goal . . . walking, jogging, bicycling, lap swimming,
etc. You can also encourage friends and family members to join you in this quest and do your
activity as a team - each of you covering your 15 miles per month.
We will have two options for registration. The best option is to go to the Minnesota Lions Diabetes
Foundation, Inc. website to register - www.mnlionsdiabetes.org. The second option will be to work
with one of your district trustees to complete the process. The cost will be $25 per participant,
with an option to give an additional donation.
For an additional $6.00 plus shipping you can purchase a Minnesota Lions Diabetes—STRIDES
for Diabetes Awareness t-shirt. Clubs or individuals can also consider being a sponsor for the
event. Those who do so will be recognized on the foundation website. The table below lists
sponsorship level recognition:
Sponsorship Levels

Minimal Contribution Requirement

Platinum Sponsor Level
Gold Sponsor Level
Silver Sponsor Level
Bronze Sponsor Level

$10,000
$5,000
$2,500
$1,000

Included in this newsletter is our STRIDES for Diabetes flyer with additional information to share
with your clubs regarding registration, dates, etc. Don’t hesitate to contact your MLDF co-trustees
with any questions you may have.
D5M-6 Co-Trustee
Lion Eileen Schirer
emschirer@comcast.net

D5M-6 Co-Trustee
Lion Robert Olson
lionrobert5m6@hotmail.com
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Our New Members
Paul Binder
Falcon Heights Lauderdale
Sponsor: Thomas Prather
Thomas Faust
Falcon Heights Lauderdale
Sponsor: Jen Smith
Robert Dakin
New Brighton
Sponsor: Valerie Johnson
Jeff Kittelson
New Brighton
Sponsor: Lisa Kittelson
Terry Gorham
Scandia Marine
Sponsor: Don Peterson
Jenna Martindale
Shoreview/Arden Hills
Sponsor: Brian Gill
Joel Kramer
St. Paul Park Newport
Sponsor: Jon Hatfield
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► District 5M6 Website: 5M6 Website (Newly Designed)
► District 5M6 Intranet: 5M6 INTRANET
► Lions Clubs International: Lions Clubs International
► Multiple District 5M (MD5M): MD5M Website
► Lions MD5M Hearing Foundation: MD5M Hearing Foundation
► Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation: MN Lions Diabetes Foundation
► Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation: MN Lions Vision Foundation
► Leader Dogs for the Blind: Leader Dogs
► MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation: MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation
► Lions MD5M KidSight Foundation: MD5M KidSight Foundation
► Can Do Canines: Can Do Canines
► Lions Gift of Sight: Lions Gift of Sight
► Project New Hope: Project New Hope MN
► Special Olympics: Special Olympics MN
Lions District 5M-6 is not responsible for content or digital publication practices of the entities above. Please check with each site
publisher above and their corresponding terms of use and privacy policies.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
25TH of each month

DISTRICT 5M6
Lions Clubs International extends
our mission of service every day –
in local communities, in all corners
of the globe. The needs are great
and our services broad, including
sight, health, youth, elderly, the
environment and disaster relief.

Submit your club events, club awards,
and Lions program articles to:
events@lions5m-6.org
If you have any questions / concerns, please contact your
Newsletter Editors IPDG Gina Detviler at
gmdetviler@lions5m-6.org and/or
DG Paul Williams at paulwilliams@lions5m-6.org

Thank you!!
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