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District 5M-6 

 

   DG Gina Detviler                                                               February 2023 

District 5M-6 Mid-Winter Convention Was A Blast 

 

DG Gina Detviler and spouse, Lion 

Marcos González at the District 5M-6  

Mid-Winter Convention.  

DGE Judy Zewers, ID Ken Ibarra, and FVDGE Cheryl Kelly at the Dis-

trict 5M-6 Mid-Winter Convention. See full coverage inside. 
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If you volunteer for something 
that you really care about, you 

don’t have to be pushed, the  
Vision pulls you.  

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Together We Can with  
International President Brian Sheehan 

 

Dear Lion, 

When you love what you do with a team that you love, you can make every 

day a great day. That’s what’s so awesome about being a Lion. Because no 

matter how hard the work may be, we always have a great time getting it 

done. 

There’s really nothing that compares to the fun and fellowship of being a 

Lion except for inviting more people to be a part of it. So give your  

community the opportunity to join our team and discover what we’ve found. 

And let’s keep working together to make the projects we love even bigger, 

better and more fun for everyone. 

Make a great day, 

Brian Sheehan 

International President 

____________________________________________________________ 

Membership Satisfaction Guide 
 
Being a Lion is all about having a good time. From the friendships we form 

to the plans we make, we’re always working together to make sure that our 

clubs are fun and welcoming places for all. Click here to watch a special 

video message from President Sheehan that celebrates how we make  

serving fun. 

If you’re looking for ways to make your club experience even better for eve-

ryone, download the Membership Satisfaction Guide and make it a part of 

your next club meeting. It’s the best resource available to help keep your 

fellow Lions engaged, happy and coming back for more. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23iyvwhahjU
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Used Eyeglasses and the Minnesota Lions  
Missions, Inc: An Update 

Where do the used eyeglasses go? 

 

Have you ever wondered what happens to the used  

eyeglasses we Lions collect? 

 

The easy answer is that they end up around the 

world enabling people to see, enjoy life, and be 

productive. The longer answer is:  

 

 The 1st stop is the Minnesota Lions Eyeglass 

Recycling Center in Sauk Rapids, MN where the 

glasses are re-boxed and loaded into a trailer. 

When the trailer is full, as well as the pick-up 

truck that pulls it, (about 250,000 pairs of 

glasses), they are taken to the Wisconsin Eye 

Glass Recycling Center in Rosholt, WI.  

 

Minnesota Lions have taken about 12 million 

pair of glasses to Wisconsin since they began 

counting. 

 

 At the second stop in Rosholt, the glasses are 

sorted, reviewed for scratched lens, broken 

nose pads, etc., then packed in plastic  

see-through crates that are shrink-wrapped  

before being sent to area prisons for final  

processing. 

 

 The third stop is one of three prisons in the 

Rosholt area where working with the used  

eyeglasses is the most sought-after job by the 

prisoners. They clean the glasses, record the 

prescription on plastic bags, and box the  

glasses. 

 

 The glasses are returned to the Recycling  

Center and sorted and boxed by prescription 

before being sent to their final destination as 

requested by various groups going on mission 

trips. 

 

The Wisconsin Lions have made eyeglass mission 

trips to many countries for more than 25 years. In 

Feb. 2020, eight MN Lions joined 16 WI Lions on a 

mission trip to Chimaltenango, Guatemala and pro-

vided eyeglasses to 2,300 people. 

 

The plan was to try to make annual mission trips, 

but COVID interfered. We did start the MN Lions 

Missions, Inc. for future trips. Our contacts in  

Guatemala advised us not to return in 2021, 2022, 

and 2023 due to COVID. They believe that 2024 

should be safe. And a trip for Feb. 2024 is being 

planned.  

 

We would like to have at least 15 Minnesota Lions 

go on this mission. If you have an interest, please 

contact me at dtmoen@q.com or PDG Jim Mulroy 

at lionjim0809@gmail.com for more information. 

 

My personal takeaways from the 2020 trip are: 

 

1. Our Lions motto is “We Serve” and a trip like 

this really hits the nail on the head. 

  

2. You get to see a way of life - poverty - in a new  

perspective. 

 

3. The people were very polite and thankful. 

 

4. You can understand why they are willing to walk 

across Mexico and hope to get into the US 

 

PDG Dave Moen 

dtmoen@q.com 

952-846-8451 
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Top: On Feb. 1, a Lakeville Lion dropped  off Kitchen Kits at 

the Bridging MN Bloomington location. At the Lakeville  

Community Day of Volunteering, community members helped 

put together the 25 kits the Lions Club funded for families  

entering into a new home-life situation. Bridging changes the 

lives of people who are transitioning out of homelessness and 

poverty.  

Top Right: More than 110 people turned out for the  

Lakeville Lions Club 2023 Community Day of Volunteering. 

Together, the Club and the Community finished: 200  

pasta meals for The Link; 26 fleece blankets for Sleep in  

Heavenly Peace - MN, Twin Cities South and childrensmnpem; 

25 kitchen kits for Bridging MN; 25 hygiene kits for The Link; 25 

snuffle mats for Animal Ark and Last Hope; and approximately 

130 Valentine's Day cards for seniors in the area. 

Second Page Top: Maplewood North Lions Dinner Meeting 

at Crooked Pint Ale House with Special Guest DG Lion Gina 

Detviler sharing Convention conversation with the Club. Guests 

Lions Marv and Marilyn Koppen of the St. Paul East Parks Lions 

Club also led a discussion about chili feeds and flowers  

fundraising.  

Second Page Bottom: In Jan. several members of the  

Burnsville Savage Lions Club participated in a Feed My  

Starving Children event at a local Burnsville church. 

Immediate Right: IPDG Paul Williams inducts a new  

member, Laurel Larkin, into the White Bear Lake Lions Club.  
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Above: The Maplewood North Lions were on 

hand ready to serve up some hot cocoa for the 

community after a fun day snowshoeing at the 

Maplewood Nature Center. Lions were also on 

the trail to show the long and short trails to the 

snowshoers, and point out wildlife.   

First Page, Top Right: Several prospective 

members attended an  Open House Night for the 

Eagan Lions Club.  

Second Page Top Left: The St. Paul East Side 

Lions Club conducted a toiled paper drive for the 

community.   

 

 Second Page, Top Right: New members  

inducted into the Cottage Grove Lions Club.  

Second Page Bottom: For Vinterfest, the  

Scandia Marine Lions served breakfast to over 

300 people and raised close to $2,000 in  

donations.  

Across: Scandia Marine Lion Shellie is pictured 

with some of the 101 items that were collected 

during one of many collection drives at  

Vinterfest.  This collection will be used to  

create activity bags for children with cancer.  
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We want to promote your club’s events! Don’t see your event here?  

Please submit details to williamspkha2259@gmail.com  to get your event listed. 

FEBRUARY/ MARCH  

CLUB ANNIVERSARIES 

SSP Southwest Lioness        2/11/2021 

Lakeville            2/17/1963 

North St. Paul            2/20/1945 

White Bear Lake                    2/22/1945 

Maplewood North           3/23/1964 

Rosemount             3/27/1962 

Farmington             3/31/1953  

 

Greetings, Lions and Leos! 

When you support LCIF, you support life-changing service through LCIF grants and 
programs in your local and global communities. As you read this month’s LCIF  
newsletter, highlighting the impact made possible by your service through doing and 
giving to LCIF, I hope you are inspired to continue not only supporting LCIF financially, 
but also as an ambassador for our foundation. Share with Lions and others around the 
world how LCIF is bringing hope to a world in need.  

Special thanks to everyone who participated in the 2022 Melvin Jones Photo  
Contest for sharing their photo reasons for supporting the mission of LCIF.  
Congratulations to the winners, featured on the Melvin Jones Photo Contest page.  

Your sentiments reflect what it means to be a Lion or Leo—bringing meaningful 
change to our world, empowered by our global foundation. 

 
 
 LCIF Chairperson  
Douglas X. Alexander  

 

Lion Spirit Award 

The following Lions among those 
nominated by their peers for the 
20021-2022 Year and chosen at 
random for an Amazon gift card to 
be sent in the mail.  
 
1. Lion Bob Hellen. The submitter 
wrote: “When our members have 
questions, we ‘Ask Lion Bob.” Lion 
Bob Hellen has been the Secretary 
of the Vadnais Heights Lions Club 
since shortly after he joined in 
1991. He is at most meetings where 
he takes recordings and creates  
detailed minutes. He knows our  
history of community service and 
partnerships because of his  
generous participation in all that we 
do. The Spirit of Lionism is a part of 
his life. Thanks Lion Bob!’  
 
2. Lion Paul Jacobus. The submitter 
wrote: “Paul works tirelessly each 
year to organize our Pan-O-Prog 
events in a productive and  
financially conducive way for our 
club. He doesn’t just put a couple of 
hours in over excel documents—he 
pours his heart, and many hours, 
into planning, organizing, and  
making calls THEN he is there for 
every single step of set-up and tear 
down working more than full-time 
hours the week of and likely the 
weeks beforehand. He encourages 
Lions to get involved and  
encourages feedback (AFTER the 
event, of course!). There is no Lion 
more deserving during this time 
than Lion Paul Jacobus.” 

mailto:events@lions5m-6.org
https://app.e.roar.lionsclubs.org/e/es?s=94443966&e=1256961&elqTrackId=320bc4c47118450db330ff5e51511b5f&elq=7edbd8e0b7174fab8a8ec9c96032641e&elqaid=28167&elqat=1
https://app.e.roar.lionsclubs.org/e/es?s=94443966&e=1256961&elqTrackId=320bc4c47118450db330ff5e51511b5f&elq=7edbd8e0b7174fab8a8ec9c96032641e&elqaid=28167&elqat=1
https://lcifpride.org/photo-contest/?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=LCF_EN_ChairpersonJan_1024805074&utm_medium=email
https://lcifpride.org/photo-contest/?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=LCF_EN_ChairpersonJan_1024805074&utm_medium=email
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Energy Conservation is Priority for Amy and 
Skilled Home Companion Jackson 

Amy has had multiple sclerosis since 2007, and in the past 
few years, her disability has become more progressive. “I get 
lightheaded sometimes when I bend to pick up things off the 
floor,” she explains. She also has difficult walking more than a 
few steps unassisted, and it’s not uncommon for her to fall or 
slip to the floor. “I did my best to keep my cell phone handy,” 
says Amy. 
 
While Amy was working with her occupational therapist in 
2021, the therapist suggested that she consider an  
assistance dog. Amy remembers thinking, “I wonder what a 
dog could do for me.” The answer: A lot. 
 
Amy works entirely from home for her job, taking calls related 
to dental insurance claims, and doesn’t have much need to go 
out in public. Yet, she wished to be more self-sufficient at 
home. 
 
Can Do Canines found the perfect homebody partner for her 
in Jackson, a black Lab that Amy describes as handsome, with 
jowls like an old man’s. 
 
Their similar low-energy personalities work great together, 
also being in sync with Amy’s 14-year-old Shitzu, Flora. 
There is definitely no shortage of dog beds in Amy’s house. 
Family and friends helped welcome Jackson into the home 
with multiple beds: one for the living room, Amy’s office, and 
Jackson’s kennel. Although Jackson is more than happy to 
konk out on the kitchen floor, Amy says, “The humans in his 
life determined that he should not always be forced to.” Amy 
also jokes that he sometimes even tries to stake claim on  
Flora’s much smaller accommodations. “He’ll just get the idea 
in his head to curl up his 73-pound self and try to shoehorn 
himself into a bed for a 10-pound dog.” 
 
Though Jackson doesn’t mind these relaxing moments of  
conserving his energy, helping Amy conserve her own energy 
is his top goal. Whether it’s bringing Amy’s walker to her, 
retrieving her shoes, tugging the laundry basket, or opening 
and closing doors, Jackson puts his Skilled Home Companion 
skills to good use for his companion in their home. Amy’s 
appreciation is palpable, especially as she shares, “He's 
shown that he can apply his skills to different situations … 
The "legs" command can be used to nudge my leg into the 
car, not just onto the bed.” 
 
In addition, Jackson can make sure someone can be alerted to 
give Amy help when needed, pressing an appropriate button. 
“It’s a relief to know that he can do things to get attention if 
something happens,” Amy confirms. “It’s definitely another 
level of security.” 
 
Amy only has one unfulfilled request of her furry friend. Hav-
ing recently invested in a new hand-held vacuum, she jokes, 
“If he could just run that, it’d be great!” 

  

 

 

 

 

Can Do Canines will host an open house on Saturday, 

March 4, from Noon-2 p.m., at its Can Do Canines  

campus (9440 Science Center Drive, New Hope, Minn.).  

 

Potential clients, volunteers, or anyone who might be 

interested in supporting the organization are invited to 

attend to learn how an assistance dog changes the life of 

a person with a disability. 

 

Through a self-guided tour, attendees will be able to 

watch a trainer working with an assistance dog, hear 

from a volunteer puppy raiser, talk with volunteer staff 

members, pose questions to client services coordinators 

about the application process, and meet graduate teams 

from each of the five types of areas Can Do Canines 

trains dogs: hearing, mobility, seizure, diabetes and 

childhood autism.  

 

The assistance dog demonstrations will be held at 12:30, 

1:00, and 1:30, and the puppy raiser will speak at 12:15, 

12:45, and 1:15. 

 

There is no pre-registration for this event, though  

attendees will be asked to share some contact  

information when arriving. 

 

More information about Can Do Canines is 

at www.candocanines.org.  

http://www.candocanines.org.
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Top: After the Presentation of the Flags, the District 5M-6  

Mid-Winter Convention began with a Memorial Service honoring 

those Lions who left us during the year. Here, DG Gina Detviler, 

ID  Ken Ibarra, his spouse Lion Amy Fink, and Lion Marcos 

González light the memorial candles.  

 

Top Right: The Memorial Service was well attended.  

 

|Adjacent Right: The hospitality rooms featured a Boston 

theme. Here is DG Gina Detviler and 5M6 District Photographer 

Tim Triplett.  

 

First Page Bottom: Lion Amy Fink and ID Ken Ibarra in Boston 

regalia. 

 

Second Page Top Left: The Afton Bayport Lakeland (ABL) 

Lions Club held a children’s book drive in their hospitality room.   

 

Second Page Top Far Right: PDG Curt Stockford (of the St. 

Paul North Ramsey 500 Club) outside the South St. Paul  

Lions Hospitality Room.  

 

Second Page Bottom: PDG Dave Moen (of the Burnsville  

Savage Lions Club) visiting the Vadnais Heights Lions Club 

Hospitality Room. 

   

 

District 5M-6 Mid-Winter Convention Highlights 
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Top: A slide listing the Planning Committee for the District 5M-6 

2023 Mid-Winter Convention. 

   

Top Right: Lion Amy Fink, ID  Ken Ibarra, and future  

District Governors in the 5M Multiple. 

  

Second Page Top Left: DG Gina Detviler and IPDG Paul  

Williams. The evening dance had a sports theme.  

 

 

Second Page Top Right: Hitting the dance floor on Saturday 

night.  

 

Second Page Bottom: The country rock band, Wreckless  

provided the entertainment on Saturday night.  

 

 

First Page Bottom: Vision Co-Chair PDG Pat Findley and 

Hearing Co-Chair Marlene Hayman. 

   

First Page Across: Displays provided information about  

various Foundations. Here is a display board  for the Minnesota 

Lions Hearing Foundation.  

   

 

District 5M-6 Mid-Winter Convention Highlights 
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Top: During the Convention, Lions were provided the  

opportunity to participate in several service projects. Here, Lions 

are tying blankets.  

First Page Top Right: ID Gina Detviler and ID Ken  

Ibarra presented the President’s Leadership medal to Lion  

Meredith Stockford.   

Second Page Top Right : DG Gina Detviler and ID Ken  

Ibarra presented the Lions International Certificate of  

Appreciation went to Lion Kathie Anderson. Earlier in the day, 

Lion Kathie and her daughter, Lion Karn Matthews, led a 

presentation on Special Olympics.    

Second Page Top Left:  At the convention, PDG Carol Farley 

received the MD5M Hall of Fame Award.  

Second Page Bottom: LCIF Multiple District Coordinator Bert 

Nelson and ID Ken Ibarra presented PDG Carol Farley and 

IPDG Paul Williams with the Silver Lions Club International 

Foundation Chairperson’s Medal.  

First Page Bottom: KidSight Chair PDG Dennis Kelly and ID 

Ken Ibarra recognized PID Mike Molenda and Linda Molenda 

for their support of KidSight by presenting them with the  Lions 

MD5M KidSight Foundation Sight Saver Award.  

 

First Page Immediately Across:  DG Gina Detviler and 

IPDG Paul Williams recognized 7 clubs that received the LCI 

Club Excellence Award. Clubs receiving the award were: the 

ABL Lions Club, the Burnsville Savage Lions Club, the Hastings 

Rivertown Lions Club, the Lakeville Lions Club, the Scandia 

Marines Lions Club, the Shoreview Arden Hills Lions Club, and 

the Vadnais Heights Lions Club.  

District 5M-6 Mid-Winter Convention Highlights 
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Top: Lion Paul Jacobus (Lakeville Lions) gave a  

presentation on membership and attracting new members.  

Top Right: The Vadnais Heights Lions sponsored the 

District and Multiple District Winner of the LCI 2023 Peace 

Essay Contest. Congrats to Keira Pursell as she wrote an 

essay reflecting on LCI's 2023 theme of Lead with  

Compassion. Shown with the 2022-2023 District Peace 

Poster Chairman Lion Mark Cavaleri PhD. (Woodbury Li-

ons Club) Vadnais Heights Lion Kathy and her Teacher 

Kim.  

Across:  The White Bear Lake Lions Club sponsored 

the District Winner of the LCI 2023 Peace Poster Contest.  

Congratulations to District 5M-6 Peace Poster Winner  

Eleanor Cannon. She is shown with 2022-2023 District 

Peace Poster Chairman Lion Mark Cavaleri (Woodbury 

Lions Club).   

Bottom: DG Gina Detviler presented ID Ken Ibarra with 

some Minnesota gifts including a wig. ID Ken thought the 

wig looked better on Marcos Gonzalez and placed it on his 

head, causing the room of Lions and PDG Dennis Kelly 

(pictured) to break out in laughter.  

   

Note: Thanks to Lions Tim Triplett, Richard Graner,  

Latisha Moening, as well as the ABL Lions Club for   

convention photos.  

District 5M-6 Mid-Winter Convention Highlights 



19 

 

 

 

Other Awards 

December 8th found Jim Curnow at a Dakota Hills 

Middle School KidSight vision screening event. Dis-

trict 5M-6 KidSight Director David Meyer presented 

the Lions MD5M KidSight Foundation, Inc. Sight  

Saver award to past Director James Curnow and 

thanked him for his dedication, spirit, and years of 

service to KidSight. Lion Jim is a Charter member of 

the KidSight team in the Woodbury Lions Club.   

At the Maplewood North Lions Dinner Meeting, DG  Gina Detviler  

presented the Lion Dream Catcher Award.  Lion Kathy Dean accepted 

the Award on behalf of Lion Steve Dean.  

At the Dec. 8 KidSight vision screening of children 

at the Dakota Hills Middle School, Lions screened 

341 students with a 19% referral rate.  

 

Adjacent is a photo of the morning KidSight 

screening team. In the first row (from left to right) 

is District 5M-6 KidSight Director Sharon Pitala 

and Janet Schlieman.  

 

In the second row (from left to right), is Doug 

Schlieman, past District 5M-6 KidSight director 

James Curnow, David Bierman, and District 5M-6 

KidSight Director David Meyer.   
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Our New Members 

 

Jillian Smith  Cottage Grove 

 Sponsor: Richard Hoge 

 

Steve Smith  Cottage Grove 

 Sponsor: Richard Hoge 

 

Judy Driver  Eagan 

 Sponsor: Sherrie Groff 

 

Jennie Schilling Eagan 

 Sponsor: Sara Schulte 

 

John Schilling  Eagan 

 Sponsor: Sara Schulte 

 

Arnie Potek  Scandia Marine 

 Sponsor: Don Peterson 

 

Anthony Maher South St. Paul 

 Sponsor: Richard Graner 

 

Peter Skwira  South St. Paul 

 Sponsor: Brian Counihan 

 

Laurel Larkin  White Bear Lake 

 Sponsor: Paul Williams  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The sponsor for new member Brian Harrison was  

incorrectly listed in the Jan. 2023 Vision newsletter. It should 

be Ben Gengler. We apologize for the error.  
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Lions District 5M-6 is not responsible for content or digital publication practices of the entities above.  Please check with each site  

publisher above and their corresponding terms of use and privacy policies. 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

25TH of each month 
 

Submit your club events, club awards,  

and Lions program articles to: 

williamspkha2259@gmail.com 
 

If you have any questions / concerns, please contact your 
Newsletter Editor IPDG Paul Williams at  

williamspkha2259@gmail.com 
 

Thank you!! 

 

 ► District 5M6 Website: 5M6 Website (Newly Designed) 

 ► District 5M6 Intranet:  5M6 INTRANET 

► Lions Clubs International:  Lions Clubs International 

► Multiple District 5M (MD5M):  MD5M Website 

► Lions MD5M Hearing Foundation:  MD5M Hearing Foundation 

► Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation:  MN Lions Diabetes Foundation 

 ► Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation:  MN Lions Vision Foundation  

► Leader Dogs for the Blind:  Leader Dogs 

► MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation:  MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation  

 ► Lions MD5M KidSight Foundation:  MD5M KidSight Foundation  

 ► Can Do Canines: Can Do Canines  

 ► Lions Gift of Sight:  Lions Gift of Sight  

 ► Project New Hope: Project New Hope MN  

► Special Olympics: Special Olympics MN 

DISTRICT 5M-6 

Lions Clubs International extends 

our mission of service every day – 

in local communities, in all corners 

of the globe. The needs are great 

and our services broad, including 

sight, health, youth, elderly, the 

environment and disaster relief. 

mailto:williamspkha2259@gmail.com?subject=Article
https://www.lions5m-6.org/
https://corp.lions5m-6.org/
http://www.lionsclubs.org/
https://lionsmd5m.org/
https://www.5mhf.org/
https://www.mnlionsdiabetes.org/
https://www.mnlionsvisionfoundation.org/
https://www.leaderdog.org/
https://mnlionschildhoodcancerfoundation.org/
https://www.kidsightmd5m.org/
https://www.can-do-canines.org/
https://www.lionsgiftofsight.org/
https://www.projectnewhopema.org/
https://specialolympicsminnesota.org/

