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District 5M-6 

 

   DG Gina Detviler                                                               January 2022 

District 5M-6 Lions Clubs continued to be involved 
with service projects since Thanksgiving. 
 
Clubs were ringing bells for the Salvation Army, 
holding Breakfast with Santas, and Clothing and 
Food Drives.  

 

There are also several upcoming projects.  For 
example, the Lakeville Lions Club will host a  
Community Day of Service 9 a.m. to noon Jan. 28, 
2023, at the Lakeville Heritage Center. 

 
One of the projects is making no-sew fleece  
blankets for Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP). 
These blankets will accompany bed deliveries by 
SHP to area youths in need of a bed. 
 

Volunteers will also be able to prepare  
microwavable meals for TheLink, which provides 
meals and many other essential services and items 
for youths who are at-risk or are currently  
experiencing homelessness. In addition, volunteers 
will have the opportunity to make Dog Snuffle mats 
for local dog adoption agencies or create  
Valentines Day cards for local senior citizens. 

 

For additional information about service projects in 
the area as well as the latest information about the 
upcoming Mid-Winter Convention, please look  
inside.   

 

   

Lions Continue to Volunteer and Serve During Holiday Season 
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If you volunteer for something 
that you really care about, you 

don’t have to be pushed, the  
Vision pulls you.  

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Together We Can with  
International President Brian Sheehan 

 

Dear Lion, 

The holidays are such a special time. And as we gather with family and friends to 

celebrate this season, let’s also remember to celebrate as only Lions can—by  

serving others. Your kindness will make a big difference for so many families,  

especially at this time of the year. 

Our service is a gift that never stops giving. And by working with your club on a  

hunger project for your community, you can ensure that all families have a special 

holiday meal and the support they need all year long. Or consider a gift to LCIF and 

see how your generosity helps Lions bring hope to the world. 

Happy holidays, and thank you for your incredible kindness and service! 

Make a great day, 

Brian Sheehan 

International President 

____________________________________________________________ 

Helping Lions Serve Their Local Communities 
 
More than 11% of all people live with chronic hunger, and half of those impacted are 
children under the age of five. That’s why Lions are working to be the difference in 
hunger. 
 
Read Helping Lions Serve Their Local Communities to learn how LCIF  
empowered Lions in Korea with a grant that enabled them to deliver hope and an 
abundance of very special gifts to children at an orphanage 2,000 miles away in 
Vietnam. 
 
Visit the LCIF Grants Toolkit page to find out how your club can get even more 
done in your community with the right grant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/give-our-focus-areas/hunger?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_AllLionIPNewsletterDec_1004293704&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=A0913CA4EE94CCE9DAA40F900A6A4FD4&elq=5806eaae79c94828a722fd503c993c86&elqaid=27510&elqat=1&elqCamp
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/blog/Helping-Lions-Serve-Their-Local-Communities?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_AllLionIPNewsletterDec_1004293704&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=736DBC710E8ED8A236EE92F71A08C5FC&elq=5806eaae79c94828a722fd503c993c86&elqaid=
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/lcif-grants-toolkit?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_AllLionIPNewsletterDec_1004293704&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=E331C75BA4AFF5962235E67B88BC93BE&elq=5806eaae79c94828a722fd503c993c86&elqaid=27510&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=3
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A Note From Council  
Chair Glenn 
 
Hi Lions. It’s that time of year again…CONVENTION 
REGISTRATION SEASON! 

District (and the 5M) conventions afford us all the  
opportunity to get together to catch up with friends who 
we might not have seen in a while. They also give us a 
chance to get inspired, elect next year’s district officers, 
and to renew our love of serving our communities. 

With so many things  
in our lives draining our 
energy and taking up our 
precious free time, many 
conventions strive to offer 
up great speakers who 
challenge and inspire us. 
Many speakers will make 
us laugh, tear up, and 
make us want to take  

action, all in their 30-45 minutes in front of us.  
 
Can you think of the most recent inspirational speak-
er you listened to at a convention and what you took 
away from them? 

We also take time at our conventions to make sure our 
districts are in great shape for years to come. Coming to 
the convention as a club delegate affords us the  
opportunity to make sure our voices are heard as we vote 
on Hall of Fame submissions, Constitution & By-Laws 
changes, and elect our District Governor and Vice District 
Governors. (TIP: Ask the candidates what their “ah-ha” 
moment was. You might be surprised.)   

Speaking of District Governor, have you ever thought you 
would do a great job, but no one ever asked you to make 
the leap?  

 
District Leadership does a 
pretty good job at finding great 
future leaders throughout our 
districts, sometimes  
they need a nudge.  

Contrary to popular belief, 
mind reading is not a trait of a 
great Lion. Let someone know 
you have interest in learning 
more about the role.     

Lastly, conventions can offer up new and exciting service 
project ideas. Have you ever er been to a Zone Meeting 
or Convention and heard a speaker passionately describe 
their latest service project and thought “What the what? 
Why didn’t we think of that?” (Kind of how I feel when 
watching Shark Tank with my bride, Lion Lisa.) 

 

 

 

 

All twelve districts (and MD5M) are busy planning  
conventions that will inspire, educate, and renew your 
love of Lions. I’m planning my trips out now to get to all 
twelve conventions and hope to see many of you there.   
If you have never been to your convention, make 2023 
the year. If you are a veteran convention goer…bring a 
friend. 

Have a Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and Cheer-
ful Convention Registration Season. 

 

Mid-Winter Convention Dates by District 

 

District  Date   Location 

5M1  Jan. 13-15, 2013   Rochester 

5M2 Feb. 10-12, 2013  Mankato 

5M3 Feb. 17-19, 2013  Fairmont 

5M4 Jan. 27-29, 2013  Alexandria 

5M5 Jan. 6-8, 2013  Bloomington 

5M6 Jan. 13-14, 2013  Roseville 

5M7 Jan. 27-29, 2013  St. Cloud 

5M8 Feb. 3-5, 2013  St. Cloud 

5M9 Jan. 6-8, 2013  Gulf Lake 

5M10 Jan. 20-22, 2013  Bemidji 

5M11 Jan. 27-29, 2013  Winnipeg 

5M13 Feb. 24-26, 2013  Portage la  Prairie 
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The Lions International Trading Pin Club (LITPC) has announced for the 2022 – 2023 school year that 
there will be 4 US $2,500 scholarships awarded.  Graduating Leos OR graduating sons/daughters, 
grandsons/granddaughters of Lions are eligible to apply for the LITPC Youth  
Scholarship.   
 
The LITPC goal is to help our future leaders and give students a financial helping hand.  This  
program started in 2012.  Recipients have been from Connecticut, Delaware (2), Georgia, Iowa, Louisi-
ana, Minnesota (3), New York (3), Ohio (3), Oklahoma (2), Pennsylvania (2) and Virginia (5). The 2023 
recipients will be announced at the LITPC Pin Traders Annual Breakfast in June, 2023.   

To obtain the current LITPC Youth Scholarship information: 

     1.  Go to the LITPC website:  www.litpc.org 

     2.   In the left column, click on LITPC Scholarship Forms. 

     3.  Then click on LITPC Scholarship Information. 

     4.  When that page comes up, click on Scholarship Application Form.  Read and follow ALL  
directions.  Be sure to fill out ALL the forms neatly and correctly which includes the four (4) es-
say questions (in 350 words or less) and the question about scholarships that you have been 
offered along with submitting a certified copy of your high school transcript  
including activities.  You must also attach recommendations from two (2) persons  
(i.e. teacher, coach, clergy, employer, etc.) AND attach a recommendation letter from a  
Lions Club member indicating the name of the Club and state/province and country in which the 
Club is located.   

ALL forms and letters are to be submitted by MARCH 1, 2023 to: 

Lions Bill & Marcia Guthrie, Scholarship Chairman       763-786-8072  

9  101st  Lane NW, Coon Rapids, MN   55448         bmguthrie9@q.com     

You can either mail us your application or email it to us.   

 
THANK YOU AND GOOD LUCK TO ALL!!!    

 
The LITPC fulfills the motto of Lions Clubs International – “WE SERVE”  

 

LITPC Youth Scholarship Information   

http://www.litpc.org
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Top: In Dec, downtown White Bear Lake businesses  

collected food and cash donations during Winterfest for the 

White Bear Lake Food Shelf. White Bear Lake Lions (pictured 

above) delivered the food to the Food Shelf.   

Top Right: The Afton Bayport Lakeland (ABL) Lions packed 

over 2,100 lbs. of food at Meals from the Heart.  

 

Second Page Top: PID Mike Molenda, Lion Linda Molenda, 

International President Brian Sheehan and Lion Lori Harr 

Sheehan  with other MN Lions friends, Cheri and Mike  

Appel, who came out just to work on the Float and see the  

parade. 

Second Page Bottom: On Dec. 10, the South St. Paul Lions 

and the SSP Southwest Lioness Lions Club combined forces 

to hold a Breakfast with Santa and Holiday Craft Event for the 

Community.  

Immediate Right: Woodbury Lions roared into timely  

action for the holidays. Lion Maredith Spector presented $500 

worth of grocery gift cards to Leanna Miller of Community 

Thread/Holiday Hope, collected during a desolately cold day or 

during warm meetings.  
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Above: For the 10th year, the Cottage Grove 

Lions helped with Christmas gifts and  

financial help for children, partnering families and 

veterans with the VWF Post 8752 Red Barn and 

Mississippi Beyond the Yellow River. The Club 

has been doing the Christmas gift program for 10 

years, in cooperation with the Cottage Grove 

Target store. 

First Page, Top Right: The Eagan Lions Club 

shopped for 17 families, making sure their  

Christmases were a little brighter. 

Second Page Top Left: The Scandia-Marine 

Lions hosted a Breakfast with Santa on Dec. 10 

for 380 people. Many thanks to Santa and his 

elves for coming to visit!  

 

 Second Page, Top Right: In Dec., the Vadnais 

Heights Lions Club held a successful toy and 

food drive.  

Second Page Bottom: The Maplewood North 

Lions Club Christmas Party. The Club was  

honored to have DG Gina Detviler, 2nd VDG Lion 

Cheryl Kelly and, of course. Santa Claus.  

Across: Hastings Rivertown Lions ringing bells 

for the Salvation Army.   
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We want to promote your club’s events! Don’t see your event here?  

Please submit details to williamspkha2259@gmail.com  to get your event listed. 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 

CLUB ANNIVERSARIES 

St. Paul North Ramsey 500 1/13/1977 

Woodbury            1/17/1969 

Hastings Rivertown           1/23/1967 

SSP Southwest Lioness        2/11/2021 

Lakeville            2/17/1963 

North St. Paul            2/20/1945 

White Bear Lake                    2/22/1945  

 

Greetings, Lions and Leos! 

As we prepare to enter a new calendar year, we reflect on the successes of 2022. 
Lives around the world were changed because of Lions humanitarian service in our 
communities, empowered by LCIF. 

Of course, one of the biggest highlights of the year was the successful completion 
of Campaign 100: LCIF Empowering Service. Thank you to every Lion and Leo who 
embraced the philosophy of serving by doing AND giving and contributed to this  
historic campaign. People everywhere will benefit from your support. 

In 2023, continue to share with your fellow Lions and others around the world how 
much more is made possible by supporting our global foundation. Through LCIF,  
single clubs or districts can do so much more. LCIF grants enable Lions to think big 
and to tackle large-scale projects that we wouldn't be able to do alone. In fact, LCIF is 
the only Lions foundation that empowers the service of Lions worldwide and remains 
committed to magnifying your service, while strengthening our humanitarian mission. 

Please join me in continuing to support LCIF in 2023. Together, we can build on the 
success of Campaign 100 and bring hope to a world in need throughout the next year 
– and beyond! 
 
 LCIF Chairperson  
Douglas X. Alexander  

Eyeglasses, Hearing Aids and 

Children’s Books Being Collected 

at Mid-Winter Convention 

 

Please bring used glasses and hearing 
aids to the upcoming Mid-Winter  
Convention. 
 

To expedite the processing of the hearing 
aids, the Minnesota Lions Hearing  
Foundation Trustees are making the  
following requests:  

 

1. Please use the eyeglasses donation 
boxes for hearing aides. 

 

2. Please separate out hearing aids from  
eyeglasses when you come to your  
conventions, so that we will be able to 
take care of them without having to go 
through all the eyeglasses.  

 

3. Please write your district on the boxes 
containers that contain the hearing aids. 
This will ensure that when the hearing aids 
are  recycled, your district and club will 
receive the proper credit for the number of 
hearing aids  
recycled.  
 
At the Convention, there will be a separate 
collection location (in ABL’s Hospitality 
Room Friday night) for new and gently 
used children’s books. This collection is 
being conducted on behalf of the Learning 
Disabilities Association of Minnesota (LDA 
Minnesota).  
 
Your donation of new or gently-used 
books will make a difference in the lives of 
children who struggle with literacy 
throughout the inner-city Minneapolis/St. 
Paul area.  Each year LDA Minnesota  
distributes books to more than 500 low-
income students whose families cannot 
afford these books on their own. Your do-
nation of books will help maintain a child’s 
reading level to ensure they do not fall 
further behind! 

 

mailto:events@lions5m-6.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7BVzpEEaTo
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A Diva with a Goofy Side 

Jeff describes his Mobility Assist Dog, Wendy, as “a diva with 

a goofy side.” She also likes attention, is eager to please, and 

wants to work. 

Jeff suffers from painful back problems, making it difficult to 

bend down and get up again without being in pain. He  

started experiencing back problems in his 30s after he fell on 

the ice. Arthritis has weakened his grip, and the pain from his 

back injury makes it difficult to pick things up off the ground. 

The pain has made life harder as he gets older. At age 51, 

even picking up small items can be a challenge. “The worst 

part,” Jeff says, “is just bending over and getting up again.” 

Prior to Wendy, “it was tough.” In addition to the physical 

pain, Jeff would experience periods of depression and anxiety, 

making it difficult for him to get out and enjoy everyday life. 

Wendy changed that. 

She helps Jeff pick up dropped items, retrieves the phone for 

him, and tugs on doors to open and close them. She saves 

him from discomfort and the risk of injury. Upon hearing the 

“clean-up” command, Wendy even picks up her toys and puts 

them away. 

With Wendy at his side, Jeff spends more time with his Dad 

and can do more things for himself. When he’s not working 

part-time at Hy-Vee in Waseca, Jeff takes Wendy for morning 

walks if his back feels okay. “She gives me something to look 

forward to and keeps me on track. … She’s a service animal, 

but she’s my buddy as well. She helps me in a lot of ways, not 

just the physical.” 

After researching other organizations Jeff and his Adult  

Rehabilitative Mental Health Services worker found Can Do 

Canines. He was looking for an organization that would help 

him transition to working with an assistance dog. Can Do  

Canines prepared him for what to expect and helped him 

bond with Wendy even before he brought her home. Working 

with Can Do Canines made it easier for Jeff and Wendy to 

understand one another and to work as a team. 

Jeff would like to thank everyone at Can Do Canines, “even 

the people I haven’t met” for making it possible to receive an 

assistance animal. “Everyone is important. Without them I 

wouldn’t have Wendy.” 

 

Prior to being paired with Wendy, Jeff worried about what 

people would think, but that didn’t last long. Jeff says Wendy 

melts you with her look. “It’s her eyes. They soften you.” 

 “After all,” he adds, “she is a yellow Lab.”  

 

 

 

District 5M-6 Lions,  

 

Thank you for considering a donation to MN Lions 

Diabetes Foundation, Inc. as part of this year’s Parade 

of Green giving.  

All donations will be used as stated in our mission 

statement. MLDF Mission Statement:  

 

The Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation, Inc. is  

dedicated to improving the quality of life for  

people with diabetes by funding research to cure 

diabetes, providing education and sponsoring  

preventive health activities. 

If you have any questions contact Lion Robert or  

Lion Eileen D5M-6 Co-Trustees. 

https://www.mnlionsdiabetes.org/ 
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Our New Members 

 

John Spangler  Burnsville Savage 

 Sponsor: Peg Gaida 

 

William Meyer  Eagan 

 Sponsor: David Bierman 

 

Robert Sagarsky Eagan 

 Sponsor: N/A 

 

Heather Butkowski Falcon Heights Lauderdale 

 Sponsor: Kenneth Crea 

 

Brian Harrison  South St. Paul 

 Sponsor: Jody Northouse 

 

Elliott Drake  St. Paul Park Newport 

 Sponsor: Wade Carlson 

 

Brad Pederson  St. Paul Park Newport 

 Sponsor: Wade Carlson  

 

   

 

 

5M6  

Membership 

Dec  YTD 

Opening  

Balance 

1268 1,269 

Added  

Members 

9 (6 since last 

newsletter) 

61 

Dropped  

Members 

8 55 

Closing  1275 1,275 

Net Gain/Loss 1 6 
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Lions District 5M-6 is not responsible for content or digital publication practices of the entities above.  Please check with each site  

publisher above and their corresponding terms of use and privacy policies. 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

25TH of each month 
 

Submit your club events, club awards,  

and Lions program articles to: 

williamspkha2259@gmail.com 
 

If you have any questions / concerns, please contact your 
Newsletter Editor IPDG Paul Williams at  

williamspkha2259@gmail.com 
 

Thank you!! 

 

 ► District 5M6 Website: 5M6 Website (Newly Designed) 

 ► District 5M6 Intranet:  5M6 INTRANET 

► Lions Clubs International:  Lions Clubs International 

► Multiple District 5M (MD5M):  MD5M Website 

► Lions MD5M Hearing Foundation:  MD5M Hearing Foundation 

► Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation:  MN Lions Diabetes Foundation 

 ► Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation:  MN Lions Vision Foundation  

► Leader Dogs for the Blind:  Leader Dogs 

► MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation:  MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation  

 ► Lions MD5M KidSight Foundation:  MD5M KidSight Foundation  

 ► Can Do Canines: Can Do Canines  

 ► Lions Gift of Sight:  Lions Gift of Sight  

 ► Project New Hope: Project New Hope MN  

► Special Olympics: Special Olympics MN 

DISTRICT 5M-6 

Lions Clubs International extends 

our mission of service every day – 

in local communities, in all corners 

of the globe. The needs are great 

and our services broad, including 

sight, health, youth, elderly, the 

environment and disaster relief. 

mailto:williamspkha2259@gmail.com?subject=Article
https://www.lions5m-6.org/
https://corp.lions5m-6.org/
http://www.lionsclubs.org/
https://lionsmd5m.org/
https://www.5mhf.org/
https://www.mnlionsdiabetes.org/
https://www.mnlionsvisionfoundation.org/
https://www.leaderdog.org/
https://mnlionschildhoodcancerfoundation.org/
https://www.kidsightmd5m.org/
https://www.can-do-canines.org/
https://www.lionsgiftofsight.org/
https://www.projectnewhopema.org/
https://specialolympicsminnesota.org/

