
1 

 

District 5M6 

 

   District Governor Paul Williams        April 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

District Leadership Summit Attracts Lions From 26 Clubs 

Approximately 45 Lions representing 
three Districts and 26 clubs attended 
the first-ever District 5M-6 Membership 
Summit on Saturday, April 2. The event 
was held at the Concord Lanes in South 
St. Paul. 
 
Lakeville Lion and Zone Chair Paul  
Jacobus and PDG Jay Norby spoke on 
new ways for Clubs attract potential 
members. Lakeville Lion Latisha R. 
Moening addressed new approaches to 
using and measuring Facebook to  
publicize club events.  
 
Scandia Marine and GST co-chair 
Lynnette Welsch provided examples of 
new service projects for Clubs to  
consider.  
 
The Membership Summit was organized 
by the District 5M-6 Global Services 
Team (ALB Lions Kim McRunnel and 
2VGDE Cheryl Kelly).  
 
Funding was provided by a special  
membership grant awarded by LCI to 
District 5M-6.  
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If you volunteer for something 
that you really care about, you 
don’t have to be pushed, the  

Vision pulls you.  

 

      Update From Lions International  

      Regarding the Ukrainian Crisis 

        

 

Dear Lions, 

Lions International, the world's largest humanitarian service organization, is working 
to provide assistance to the more than two million men, women and children that 
have fled their homes due to the ongoing conflict in Ukraine. More refugees are  
expected to leave Ukraine as the conflict continues, further increasing the scale of  
this humanitarian crisis. In this time of great need, Lions around the world are  
uniting through kindness to help the families who desperately need it.  
 
To help ensure that Lions in Ukraine and neighboring countries are there to support 
refugees and displaced persons, the Lions Club International Foundation (LCIF) is 
awarding grants that will enable Lions to help provide immediate relief to those who 
are struggling to meet their most basic needs. 
 
More than $100,000 in grant funding has already been awarded to Lions serving in 
Poland, Hungary, Romania, Austria, and the Slovak Republic to help support  
Ukrainian refugees who have crossed their borders. Lions in Ukraine have also  
received LCIF grants to address the critical needs of people who remain in the  
country. Funds will be used by Lions to purchase medicine and medical equipment,  
as well as other basic necessities such as food and water, clothing, and other  
supplies.  
 
Additional grants will be awarded to help meet the ongoing needs of this crisis. 
"Lions and Leos around the world continue to grieve for those impacted by the  
ongoing conflict in Ukraine," said LCIF Chairperson Dr. Jung-Yul Choi. "These LCIF 
grants are empowering our members to help families who have fled their homes find 
safety and security during this immensely challenging time." 
 
In addition to the support being provided by the Lions International global  
foundation, Lions clubs are responding. Lions in the affected region are collecting 
truckloads of donated food, clothing, and health care products; hosting fundraising 
activities and charity concerts; and transporting men, women, and children from the 
border to safe zones. And Lions clubs on the other side of the world are raising funds, 
staging food and supplies drives, and showing their support through advocacy and 
outreach. 
 
"The events in Ukraine have shocked the world, but the courage and resilience of the 
Ukrainian people have inspired it," said Lions International President, Douglas X.  
Alexander. "We stand with our Lions and our communities in Ukraine. Lions serve 
from the heart, and the heart of Lions are shining through during this time of such 
great need."  
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Writings from DG Paul 

 We all have seen the terrible tragedy occurring in the Ukraine. Your 

generous donation to the Refugees and Displaced Persons fund  of 

LCIF will help ensure that Lions are there to help them find the safety 

and security they desperately need. 

When a humanitarian crisis of this magnitude strikes, we, as Lions, 

are ready to help. Right beside us is LCIF, our global  

foundation. LCIF is mobilizing funds and awarding grants that will 

enable Lions to help provide relief in the area to ensure Lions in 

countries receiving Ukrainian refugees will be able to assist them with 

their immediate needs. 

 

If not to assist with Ukrainian crisis, we have other reasons to  

contribute to LCIF. As you well know, a portion of all funds  

contributed to LCIF come back to the community in the form of 

matching grants. Right now, we have two District projects that are 

seeking matching grants from LCIF. One is for matching funds to 

build an all-abilities park in White Bear Lake, MN.  

 

The second request is for matching funds for eye stimulator  

equipment that will be used to train ophthalmologists at the University 

of Minnesota. The doctors will provide nearly 2,000 surgeries each 

year, and training with the Eye Stimulator at the University of  

Minnesota will help enhance patient safety and improve outcomes.  

 

Speaking about vision, I asking for your support as Lions to stop  

for profit eye banking in Minnesota. 

 

Eye tissue Lions has become a commodity for business rather than 

being treated as an altruistic gift from donors and their loved one. 

Help support the unselfish nature of cornea donations by urging 

elected officials to ban the commodification of gifted eye tissue in 

Minnesota. You may do this by asking your legislator to support H.F. 

2064 and S.F. 1862. The gist of the bills is that no gift of an eye or a 

part of an eye shall be directly or indirectly distributed by a for-profit 

entity and no gift shall be sold or distributed for profit.  

For more information, please visit:   

https://igniteadvocacy.com/go/stop-for-profit-eye-banking-in-mn/324  

 

and   

 

 https://igniteadvocacy.com/go/stop-for-profit-eye-banking-in-mn/307  

 

Best regards, 

 

Lion Paul 

I don’t know where all the time has gone. There’s only a few more 

months left in my term and there are still a few clubs I would to visit 

and a few more  things that I would to experience as your District 

Governor. 

 

I would like to start by thanking all those who put together the first 

ever District 5M-6 Membership Summit, specifically our GMT Co-

Chairs Lion Kim McRunnel and 2VDGE Lion Cheryl Kelly. It was a 

well organized and informative event and the food was excellent. 

 

We had excellent presentations by Lions Paul Jacobus, Latisha R. 

Moening, Lynnette Welsch and PDG Jay Norby. I especially want to 

thank the 45 Lions from three districts and 26 Clubs who attended. 

There was some fantastic discussion of new ways of attracting  

members that represents a shift in paradigms.  

As I have mentioned in earlier columns, the old ways of communica-

tion (such as using a manual typewriter shown above) are no longer 

effective. And if we want to not only survive—but thrive— in changing 

times, we need to modify our club’s communication tools. It may also 

mean modifying some of our club practices and traditions.  

 

I’m thrilled that the attendees have decided to have a follow-up meet-

ing to discuss how some of the new ideas presented at the Member-

ship Summit are working or not working with their individual clubs. 

I’m also excited about an event that I will be attending a few hours 

after I complete this column. I will attending the Lions Faculty  

Development Institute in Shakopee, MN.  The purpose is to become 

a certified Lions instructor.  

 

Although I given presentations before and have even appeared on 

stage in various forms, I always have a knot in my stomach before I 

perform in public. But then I remind myself, Paul, if you can  

parade about on stage in green tights, you should be prepared for the 

Institute.  

Speaking about parades, the District 5M-6 Lions Float is in need 

of repair. I hope you will be able to join us in repairing and 

cleaning the District Float  on Saturday, April 23rd. Please meet 

us at 11:00 am at the State Fair Grounds. I hope every club that 

used the Float in the past few years will have a few Lions there to 

help.  

There are a few additional goals or issues that I wanted to mention. 

 

First, Campaign 100 is nearing its final days. It would really be  

special if this year, every club in the District could make a  

contribution to LCIF. It has been around longer than planned due to 

COVID. But that does not mean that we should not make a donation 

on the Club level.  
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How to Hold a Service Oriented Club Meeting 

By District 5M-6 GST Co-Chairs Lions Ann  
Marie Rinkenberger and Lynnette Welsch  
 
“We serve.”  
  
Whether you are a new Lion or someone with 
decades of involvement with your Lions Club, 
you probably have heard the Lions’ motto.  
 
This is something that we all should be excited 
about and aim to do as Lions.   
 
How easily does your club make it for Lions to 
serve or volunteer? What about community 
members who want to learn more about the 
Lions and get a feel for what it means to vol-
unteer with your club? Is it easy for them to 
get involved with your club?  
 
Service Project Sampler Days 
 One way to engage Lions and community 
members alike is by doing something that the 
Scandia-Marine Lions Club has been doing 
now for a few years: a Service Project Sampler 
Day. This can be done as a stand-alone 
event or one that is combined with a club 
meeting.   
 
What is a Service Project Sampler Day? It is an 
event in which there are a variety of service 
projects and collection drives that happen sim-
ultaneously during a set period – generally 
between 1 and 3 hours. 
   
Evening of Service 
A shorter Service Project Sampler Day – called 
an Evening of Service – can be done following 
or in lieu of your club’s meeting. Between 2 to 
4 service projects and 1 to 4 collection drives 
can be done in an hour’s time.   
 
Recently, the Scandia-Marine Lions Club held 
an Evening of Service after its February dinner 
club meeting. (See March 2022 issue of the 
Lions District 5M-6 Vision Newsletter).  
 
There were 4 hands-on service projects and 4 
collection drives. 
 

First, the Service Projects. The Lions and guests:   
 
1. Made 2 fleece blankets that were donated to the 
Ronald McDonald House.   
 
2. Made 27 bags for girls in third-world countries 
who have their period and who are not allowed to 
go to school. The bags contain 3 reusable pads, a 
pad holder, a pair of underwear as well as soap and 
a gallon bag in which to wash the items. They all are 
in a pretty bag with a ribbon closure.  
 
These items will give girls the same educational  
opportunities as boys and mean that they can attend 
school 4 weeks out of the month instead of 3 
weeks.   
 
3. Created 5 care/food bags for Lions who are  
experiencing health and mobility challenges, and/or 
who are older and had not been to club meetings in 
a while.  
 
The bags also included handmade placemats 
that had the club’s and members’ names as well as 
the year embroidered on the back, and a card signed 
by the Lions who were at the evening meeting.   
 

A partially assembled customized care package given 
to Scandia-Marine Lions unable to attend club  
meetings. 
 
4. Purchased 4 large-print books that were donated 
to Hardwood Creek in Forest Lake.   
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How to Hold a Service Oriented Club Meeting 

Next, the Collection Drives. The Lions and 
guests:   
 
1. Collected 109 pairs of glasses for the Lions  
Recycle for Sight program. 
 
2. Collected 67 pounds of food for the  
Scandia-Marine Food Shelf. 
 
3. Raised $227.50 towards sponsoring a pup-
py through Leader Dogs for the Blind. (The 
goal is to raise $500 by April 2nd so a puppy 
can be sponsored.) 
 
4. Collected 8 pounds of pop tabs for the 
Ronald McDonald House.   
 
Service Project Sampler Day 
On April 2, 2022, the Scandia-Marine Lions 
Club hosted a Service Project Sampler Day. 
This event was held on a Saturday during the 
day to encourage more Lions and community 
members to attend – especially children (who 
are not in school) and their parents as well as 
those who prefer not to drive at night.   
 
There were 12 hands-on Service Projects and 
12 collection drives. Every global cause was 
represented by this event – diabetes, the  
environment, hunger, pediatric cancer, and  
vision.  
 
In addition, there are other causes that the 
club supports – such as assisting senior  
citizens, veterans, families living in extreme 
poverty on reservations, and single parents 
who are  struggling to provide clothing and 
basic needs for their infants and toddlers.     
 
The Scandia-Marine Lions Club promotes the 
Service Project Sampler Day on its website and 
Facebook page, and neighboring towns’  
Facebook pages; by posting flyers at local  
businesses; and by emailing press releases 
to local newspapers.   
 
At the beginning of each fiscal year,  
newspaper editors are contacted and given 
permission to use any photos and information 
that the Lions post on its Facebook page or 

website. This has resulted in additional press  
coverage in local papers.  
 
The Scandia-Marine Lions Club also sends press  
releases to newspaper editors for its major events to 
ensure that the event is mentioned in the paper.   
 
At the Service Project Sampler Day, two to three Lions 
sit at a table near the door and welcome those  
attending the event and/or dropping off items for the 
collection drives. They show where to place items for 
the collection drives and explain how the evet 
works.   
 
At each of the tables for the 12 hands-on service  
projects, there are “table hosts” who welcome at-
tendees and explain the project. Attendees can stay 
the entire time at one project table, or they can visit 
multiple ones – - and get a sampling of the scope of 
the organizations and people that the Lions  
support.   
 
Throughout the event, prizes are given out every 10-
15 minutes. (When the attendees arrive, each is given 
a raffle ticket that they hold onto for the entire event.)  
 
The prizes relate to the Lions’ global causes. For 
example, suet feeders and suet for birds, and  
reusable beverage holders (all which tie into the  
environment), vegetable seeds (hunger), wildflower 
seeds for pollinators and butterflies (environment), 
and “Green Grocery Shares” which can be used at the 
Scandia Farmers Market (hunger). The prizes are not 
advertised – this is a surprise for volunteers and 
makes the event even more fun.   
 
As service projects are completed, the volunteer 
“counters” tally the items that were completed or col-
lected. 
 
After about 2 hours, the volunteering portion of the 
event is completed. Volunteers are invited to stay for 
a diabetes-friendly lunch.  
 
Lions and non-Lions sit together and talk while  
enjoying a delicious meal. This gives non-Lions an 
opportunity to ask questions about the club and  
other activities that happen during the year.  
 
(Cont. on next page).  
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 For those who are interested, membership  
information is available. The results from each of 
the service projects and collection drives are 
shared with attendees while they eat. This always 
is inspiring to hear and gives attendees more to 
talk about with one another.   
 
The Service Project Sampler Days and Evenings of 
Service are excellent ways to showcase a Lions 
Club, the global causes, and how Lions and  
community members can make a tremendous 
difference together in a short period of time.   
 
Every club in 5M6 can easily modify the Service 
Project Sampler Days and Evenings of Service to 
fit their club’s interests, level of volunteer sup-
port from club members, and available funding.   
 
Imagine what could be accomplished if  
every club in 5M6 aimed to do one event like 
this a year! 

 

 
How to Hold a Service Oriented Club Meeting 

Many thanks to everyone who helped with the set-up, 

hosting, and clean-up of the April 2nd Service Project 

Sampler Day as well as to those who will be delivering 

items to various non-profits!  

 

There were  137 Lions and volunteers from the  

community who attended the Scandia Marine Lion  

Service Project Sampler Day. Volunteers spent 2 hours 

doing 12 hands-on service projects, watching videos 

about some of the projects, winning a variety of prizes, 

and enjoying a Diabetes-friendly lunch together.  

 

There were  many groups who came to the event to vol-

unteer, including: LILA's Archery Team, Girl Scouts,  

Forest Lake High School Youth Service Club, and the 

Scandia Quilters.  

 

What follows are some of the hand-on projects that were 

completed at the event by Lions and volunteers:    

 

* Made 306 sandwiches and raised $40 for the 363 

Days Food Program. The bologna and cheese  

sandwiches were given to those experiencing  

homelessness in  Minneapolis.    

 

Results from Scandia Marine April 2 Project Sampler Day 

* Cut blue jeans into pieces that were used to make 30 

shoes for children in Uganda who suffer from a crippling foot 

parasite called jiggers.  

 

* Tied 5 fleece blankets for pediatric cancer patients at  

Children’s Minnesota in Minneapolis.    

 

* Assembled 30 cancer care bags for teens at Children’s  

Minnesota in Minneapolis. Lions had enough items to fill 9 

bags. Attendees donated enough to fill another 21 bags!!  

 

* Adapted 3 Connect Four games for those with visual  

impairments at nursing homes.    

 

* Filled 286 Easter Eggs and 200 candy bags for the  

Community Breakfast with the Easter Bunny.  

 

* Sewed 11 pin-less diapers and 21 baby shirts for new-

borns for Global Health Ministries. These items will be given 

to mothers in third-world countries to encourage them to 

seek prenatal care as well as deliver babies in clinics.    

 

See photos on page 8  in this newsletter. Additional infor-

mation is on the Club Facebook page.  

Flyer for Project Sampler Day Below 
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On March 24, I visited the Scandia Marines 

Lions Club and presented Lion Ann 

Rinkenberger with the Lions International 

President's Certificate of Appreciation.  

 

The Certificate is given to recognize  

outstanding service to a district in the areas 

of leadership, service, or membership  

recruitment or retention.  

 

Lion Ann has served as co-chair on the  

District Global Services Team (GST). When 

COVID-19 hit, she reacted to the changing 

world by publishing and working with 

clubs on how they provide "safe" service 

projects in spite of the pandemic.  

 

One of her latest projects that she has  

advocated, is one that was a service project 

at this year's mid-winter convention. It in-

volved  Lions cutting up cotton blue jeans 

into patterns and scraps of fabric.  

 

The patterns are then sent to Uganda, 

where local seamstresses and tailors  

combine with pieces of tires and make 

shoes out of them. This project provides 

children with an opportunity to play, to go 

to school and live lives free from jiggers, an 

insect that burrows in bare feet. 

This is an innovative project that provides 

an easy way to help our global neighbors. 

Earlier this year, two other Lions received 

the International President’s Certificate of 

Appreciation. Specifically, White Bear Lake 

Lion Bob Lundberg received the Award for 

his work with youth and PDG  Curt Stock-

ford was recognized for his work on having  

Lions Clubs and other service groups work 

together on common projects.  

Lion Ann Rinkenberger Receives Lions International President’s 

Certificate of Appreciation 
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Clockwise (Above): Scandia Marine Lions and  

volunteers crocheted and knitted hats for newborns in 

third-world countries. The Lions also collected 30"x30" 

knitted and crocheted baby blankets as well as yarn for 

making baby blankets.  

 

Immediate Top Right: Scandia Marine Lions cut  

patterns in cotton blue jeans for Sole Hope. 

 

Second Page Near Right: Vadnais Heights Lions 

cooked at their Belgian Waffle Breakfast on Sunday, April 

3.  

Second Page Far Right: Lion Kathy Hellen and Vadnais 

Heights (and PDG) Eileen Schirer delivering 24 tied blan-

kets to Masonic  Children's Hospital. The fabric and a few 

of the tied blankets  were tied at 2022 District 5M-6 Mid-

Winter Convention. Several Clubs added even more fab-

ric and had fun completing them. The Clubs included 

Vadnais Heights Lions Club, Shoreview Arden Hills 

Lions Club, and  Maplewood North Lions Club. These 

will be given out by the hospital staff to their patients.  

 

Second Page Bottom Right Maplewood North Lions  

and a Lions from another club cleaned up Joy Park on 

March 11.   

   

Immediate Right: Scandia Marine Lions Jim and  

Megan at the Registration Desk for the Club’s Service 

Project Sampler Day.  
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Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation, Inc. 

 

Dear Lions and Leos of Multiple District 5M: 

 

The Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation (MLVF) wishes to thank each and every one of you for your  

continued support of the foundation. Your Parade of Green donations, memorial and honorary gifts,  

fundraising events, and legacy (deferred giving) pledges have enabled us to continue fulfilling our mission to 

help improve and restore sight by supporting vision related projects. 

 

Our Annual Meeting will be held at the MD5M Multiple Convention in Mankato, MN. This year’s meeting will 

be held Saturday April 30, 2022 7:50 a.m. Significant events for the past year include: 

 

• SARS-CoV-2 research: Currently we have two active projects. First, we are evaluating several  

FDA- approved drugs that have been repurposed for their possible protective effects against COVID-19. 

 

Second, we have been working with virologists at the University of Minnesota to evaluate mutations in donor 

corneas from COVID-19 donors around the country over the last 2 years. We have obtained several dozen 

donor corneas and have extracted RNA from the corneas to look for the SARS-CoV-2 virus. 

 

• ADCIS project: This is related to the recent grant request that was approved by the MLVF board. Lions Gift 

of Sight has developed a new software that could revolutionize how we screen donor corneas. This was done 

in collaboration with an industry partner, ADCIS, Inc. which is a cutting edge image analysis software  

developer based in France. 

 

• Limbal stem cell research: We are working on developing a cultured limbal stem cell graft that can be used 

to transplant a pure population of limbal stem cells onto the surface of the eye of someone with limbal stem 

cell deficiency. In collaboration with industry partners, we are in the process of building up data for future 

phase 1 FDA approval studies. Though it is likely that this will still take several years, if approved, this would 

be the first FDA approved stem cell therapy of any kind. 

 

• We continue to recover tissue for transplant and research. 

 

• Legislation - Bi-partisan bills have been introduced in the Minnesota Legislature concerning eye-banking 

and the need to prevent corneas being sold for corporate profit. Please help us by contacting your  

representatives. 

 

The Minnesota Lion Vision Foundation Finance, Legal, Public Relations, and Long-Range Planning 

Committees will give a summary of our 2021 – 2022 year. We look forward to seeing you and thank you for 

continuing to be “Knights of the Blind”. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
PDG Rob Hed, Chair 

Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation 

Board of Directors 
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“Creating mutually beneficial partnerships” is part of 
the mission statement for Can Do Canines. Jensen, 
who was paired with Mobility Assist Dog Xolia in  
October 2021, says, “I loved hearing that concept of 
[being] a team.” 
 
Jensen has a combination of diagnoses, including a 
neuromuscular disorder, postural orthostatic  
tachycardia syndrome (POTS) and a copper deficiency, 
and has had her share of frustrations recently,  
especially trying to understand her conditions. “It’s 
been very dark these last few years, not having an-
swers.” She adds, “There are a lot of unknowns I face 
on a daily basis, and when new symptoms arise, it can 
be frightening. The combination of everything [took] 
away my independence.” 
 
However, after a Minnesota breeder suggested Can 
Do Canines to her and she was matched with Xolia, 
she says, “It provided me with fresh insight of, ‘What 
is life going to look like now? How can we move  
forward with this and be a team?” 
 
Prior to having Xolia, Jensen feared blacking out when 
trying to get back up after falling. With Xolia, things 
are different. She reports, “The other day I fell and my 
husband was going to come over and help me, but I 
called the dog over and she was like ‘Yep, I’m here to 
help. Let me be there for you.’” 
 
“Being there” for Jensen is Xolia’s passion. Whether 
it’s bracing her to help her stand back up, retrieving 
items, tugging a walker to Jensen, helping her take 
clothes off, or cleaning things up off the floor, Jensen 
is ready for her part of their team agreement. “She’s 
really never done learning,” says Jensen.  
 
Jensen wasn’t the only one excited about her new 
pairing with Xolia. She says, “My occupational thera-
pist was over the moon excited about me getting a 
service dog. She was in tears, saying ‘It’s just so  
amazing the amount of things you can do now. This is 
just such a big, bright light that we’ve needed over 
these last two years.’” 
 
This “bright light” black Lab has droopy eyes and big 
jowls, prompting Jensen to explain, “It makes you 
want to squish her face like a grandmother would to a 
child.” Yet, Jensen describes Xolia as “incredibly  
intelligent. Jensen also deals with hypoglycemia, and 
not only does Xolia get a blood glucose kit from  
elsewhere in the house, when asked, she has also 
started—on her own—to sense those low blood sugar  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

levels in Jensen and alert her to the need to test.  
“She has quite the impressive little brain and  
nose going on,” says Jensen. 
  
Thank you to all those who made this  
partnership possible: 
 
Great Start Home: Debbie Mogensen 
Puppy Raiser: Jackson Correctional Institution 
Special Thanks: Sarah Connelly 
Field Trainer: Clarinda Arsenault 
You: Thank you for your donations! 

 

Jensen and Xolia Embrace the Concept of Teamwork 
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We want to promote your club’s events! Don’t see your event here?  

Please submit details to events@lions5m-6.org to get your event listed. 

MARCH/APRIL 

CLUB ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Maplewood North          3/23/1964 

Rosemount           3/27/1962 

Farmington                            3/31/1953 

Roseville           4/20/1955 

North Suburban Evening    4/26/1973 

Afton/Bayport/Lakeland    4/30/2015 

 

Fellow Lion, 
 
The ongoing conflict in Ukraine is posing substantial challenges to the Ukrainian 
people. More than 1,000,000 people have already fled from their homes as 
they seek to escape the violence, and it’s estimated that up to 4,000,000 peo-
ple may try to leave the country as the crisis continues. 
 
Your generous donation* to the Refugees and Displaced Persons fund will help 
ensure that Lions are there to help them find the safety and security they  
desperately need. 

When a humanitarian crisis of this magnitude strikes, we, as Lions, are ready to 
help. Right beside us is LCIF, our global foundation. LCIF is mobilizing funds 
and awarding grants that will enable Lions to help provide relief in the area to 
ensure Lions in countries receiving Ukrainian refugees will be able to assist 
them with their immediate needs. 
 
Thank you for your kindness and for working together with LCIF to help  
displaced families get the assistance they need, and we hope that peace will 
soon be restored in Ukraine. 

Dr. Jung-Yul Choi // LCIF Chairperson  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For April 

is presented to: 

Lion Kaity Tobritzhofer 
  

Lion Kaity Tobrizhofer has been a member 

of the Cottage Grove Lions Club since  

October of 2011. She served as the Club 

Tail Twister for 4 years and is currently a 

2nd Year Board Member. Lion Kaity has 

also been the Chair for our Easter  

Breakfast for many years.  

 

Lion Kaity is very active in our Club and 

jumps right in when help is needed from 

running the blood drive to setting up an 

on-line system with a local vendor for 

Lions gear.  

 

She is fun and dedicated to doing good 

things for the people of our community  

 

Thank you, Lion Kaity, for all you do!  

mailto:events@lions5m-6.org
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/donate?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=LCF_EN_Ukraine%20crisis%20appeal_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_source=fundraising&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=humanitarian-resettlement&elqTrackId=83C1AA21E058200AF05AF7A3E49B8B8B&elq=9ce07faf3e
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Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

Dear MD5M Lions, 
 
 
The Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation, Inc. will be 
held  on Saturday, April 30, 2022. The meeting will be held at the MD5M  
Convention at the Mayo Clinic Health System Event Center in Mankato, MN, 
USA.  
 
Each Lions Club in the Multiple District is allowed one voting delegate. The  
Foundation Meeting will be held from 8:15 a.m. to 8:35 a.m. in the “vault” 
room. 
 

During the annual meeting we will review the past year’s activities, recognize, 
and honor outgoing Trustees, and announce the Board of Trustees that will 
serve starting July 1, 2022. 

 
I want to personally thank all the Lions, Clubs, Districts, individuals, and  
businesses in Minnesota that have supported our Foundation this year. We are  
using your donations to improve the quality of life for people by funding  
research to cure diabetes, providing education, and sponsoring preventative 
health activities. 

 
Yours “Catching the Dream”, 
 
Lion Brian Rykhus 
Chairman, Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation, Inc.  
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Our New Members 

Rita Murphy   Hastings Rivertown 

 Sponsor: Cathy Butzler   

 

Janet Brady   Lakeville 

 Sponsor: Joyce Moynihan 

 

Meg Smyrski   Lakeville 

 Sponsor: Angie Lueschen 

 

Thomas Malaskee  Maplewood North 

 Sponsor: Jason Demoe 

 

Darleen Baillargeon  New Brighton 

 Sponsor: Mark Orth 

 

Kristine Miller   New Brighton 

 Sponsor: Michele Norman 

 

Thomas Miller   New Brighton 

 Sponsor: Michele Norman 

 

Christopher Nord  New Brighton 

 Sponsor: Mark Orth 

 

Susan Scherger  New Brighton 

 Sponsor: Mark Orth 

 

Caitlin Searles   New Brighton 

 Sponsor: Michele Norman 

  

 Casey Andersen  St. Paul Midway 

 Sponsor: David Dominick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5M6  

Membership 

This Month YTD 

Opening Bal-

ance 

1,264 1,232 

Added  

Members 

11 126 

Dropped  

Members 

9 92 

Closing  1,266 1.266 

Net Gain/Loss 3 +34 



23 

 

Lions District 5M-6 is not responsible for content or digital publication practices of the entities above.  Please check with each site  

publisher above and their corresponding terms of use and privacy policies. 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

25TH of each month 
 

Submit your club events, club awards,  

and Lions program articles to: 

events@lions5m-6.org  
 

If you have any questions / concerns, please contact your 
Newsletter Editor DG Paul Williams at  

paulwilliams@lions5m-6.org 
 

Thank you!! 

 

 ► District 5M6 Website: 5M6 Website (Newly Designed) 

 ► District 5M6 Intranet:  5M6 INTRANET 

► Lions Clubs International:  Lions Clubs International 

► Multiple District 5M (MD5M):  MD5M Website 

► Lions MD5M Hearing Foundation:  MD5M Hearing Foundation 

► Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation:  MN Lions Diabetes Foundation 

 ► Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation:  MN Lions Vision Foundation  

► Leader Dogs for the Blind:  Leader Dogs 

► MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation:  MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation  

 ► Lions MD5M KidSight Foundation:  MD5M KidSight Foundation  

 ► Can Do Canines: Can Do Canines  

 ► Lions Gift of Sight:  Lions Gift of Sight  

 ► Project New Hope: Project New Hope MN  

► Special Olympics: Special Olympics MN 

DISTRICT 5M6 

Lions Clubs International extends 

our mission of service every day – 

in local communities, in all corners 

of the globe. The needs are great 

and our services broad, including 

sight, health, youth, elderly, the 

environment and disaster relief. 

mailto:events@lions5m-6.org
https://www.lions5m-6.org/
https://corp.lions5m-6.org/
http://www.lionsclubs.org/
https://lionsmd5m.org/
https://www.5mhf.org/
https://www.mnlionsdiabetes.org/
https://www.mnlionsvisionfoundation.org/
https://www.leaderdog.org/
https://mnlionschildhoodcancerfoundation.org/
https://www.kidsightmd5m.org/
https://www.can-do-canines.org/
https://www.lionsgiftofsight.org/
https://www.projectnewhopema.org/
https://specialolympicsminnesota.org/

