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District 5M-6 

 

   DG Gina Detviler                                                               March 2023 

South St. Paul Southwest Lioness Lions Welcome New Members 

 

1st VDGE Cheryl Kelly welcomes and congratulates new members to the family!! The South 
St. Paul Southwest Lioness Lions inducted three new members – two more new members 
were unable to attend due to illness. New members Lion Jeanette Boettcher, Lion Dawn 
Dush, Lion Liza Gonzalez with sponsors Lion Peggy Wildenauer and Lion President Dee 
Krey. Way to go !!! 
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1. South St. Paul Southwest Lioness Lions 
Welcome New Members 

2. Message from President Brian Sheehan 

3.     Writings from FVDGE Cheryl/Tidbits   
From the District and LCI  

4.—7. Together We Can/Together We Serve 

8. Club Anniversaries/LCIF/Lion Spirit Award 
Information 

9. Can Do Canines 

10. Hearing Foundation Update  

11.-13. Diabetes Foundation Update 

14. Scandia Marine Lions Service Project 
Sampler Day 

15. Hastings Rivertown Lions Easter Bunny 
Scavenger Hunt 

16– 19. Lions Peace Poster/Peace Essay  
        Contest Information 

20. Upcoming Club Events (White Bear Lake  
Lions Club, Mounds View Lions Club,  
Cottage Grove Lions Club, Shoreview 
Arden Hills Lions Club, Host Families 
Needed for 2023 MD5M Youth Camps 
and Exchange.  

21. Vadnais Heights Waffle Breakfast 

22. ELLI 

23. ABL Club Event 

24. New Members 

25. Important Links 

If you volunteer for something 
that you really care about, you 

don’t have to be pushed, the  
Vision pulls you.  

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Together We Can with  
International President Brian Sheehan 

 

Dear Lion, 

Your club is always working to bring bigger and better service to your  

community. Because every project, no matter how big or small, helps build 

a stronger foundation for the future. And the best part about it is that there’s 

always something exciting to look forward to. 

Let’s share our excitement for what’s happening now and what’s next with 

our communities. We can give the people around us the opportunity to be 

the change they want to see by inviting them to help us make it happen. 

Because everything we do leads to something bigger. And our best work is 

still ahead of us. 

Make a great day, 

Brian Sheehan 

International President 

____________________________________________________________ 

Celebrate Earth Day with Lions 

Making a big difference in your community’s future begins with what you do 

today. So this Earth Day on April 22, let’s engage our communities by giving 

them the opportunity to join us as we work to protect, restore and advocate 

for the environment. 

Learn how Lions are protecting the environment, and download one of our 

project planners or use one of these 25 project ideas to help you and your 

club get started today. 

And whether you’re serving on Earth Day, or any other day, make sure your 

community knows who you are by wearing branded Lion gear. Find  

everything you need online at the Lions Shop to look your best and show 

your pride. 

 

 

 

 

 

FIND DISTRICT 5M-6 ONLINE 

 

ONLINE:     www.lions5m-6.org/ 

    

FACEBOOK: District 5M-6 Lions 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-global-causes/environment?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_AllLionIPNewsletterFeb_1035506995&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=D1D138BCDC75E32FFEA302FB81A3256A&elq=a77867fb58964b98bba20441e95d864c&elqaid=28317&elqat=1
https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_gOOfshK8Ac01.jpg.pdf?v=1&utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_AllLionIPNewsletterFeb_1035506995&utm_medium=email
https://lionsclubsinternational.myshopify.com/?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_AllLionIPNewsletterFeb_1035506995&utm_medium=email
https://www.lions5m-6.org/?fbclid=IwAR1YZLX6LBc-GXjrM7jiKeBN88kFsxtBEiw_0qD2UqpzupniwdqxzIEW_BA
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My Fellow Lions, 

What a winter we have had – snow – snow- and more 
snow….hang in there - spring will be here soon. 

This winter has been amazing with attending six different 
MD5M midwinter conventions. Entertainment from  
blackjack tournaments to bands of The White Sidewalls, 
Wreckless and the Rain Kings. Not only do you gain new 
ideas and a creative way of doing things, but you meet old 
friends and gain new ones. 

I would thoroughly encourage all to grow AND have fun, by 
attending the: Emerging Lions Leadership Institute (April 13
-16), the Multiple District Convention (May 5-7) and the  
Lions International Convention (July 7-11, 2023). You can 
see and feel how Lions working together can make a  
difference in their communities and the world. 

I want to thank you for what you do and the 22 out of 34 
clubs that are reporting their hard-working volunteer hours, 
donated funds and service activities. As of this date, District 
5M6 has 24,866 volunteer hours, 1,149 service activities 
and donated funds of $863,122.  
 
You are incredible. If your club needs assistance in  
reporting, please let me know. We would be amazed at the 
numbers, if all clubs reported their activities by June 30th 
this year. 

Our membership is gaining momentum. We have added 85 
new Lions, dropped 69 with a total of 1285. 

How can your club be strengthened? Lion Kim McRunnel 
has had two sessions for the district on the Global  
Membership Approach. 

The Global Membership Approach, also referred to as 
GMA, is a standard business process that will help your 
clubs build for the future by defining, where they are now, 
where they want to be and how they will get there. All of 
this working toward the ultimate goals of increasing their 
service, increasing the joy of being a Lion and growing their 
membership. The GMA process includes Building a Team; 
Building a Vision; Building a Plan; and Building  
Success by using tools like SWOT, SMART Goals and 
Action Plans.  
 
As a process, it is ongoing. So, your clubs will  
Implement, Monitor, Adjust, Succeed, Celebrate and  
Repeat. 

Continuous communication is key to GMA’s success. That 
means communicating achievements and struggles so that 
the entire club knows where the club stands on goal attain-
ment. This will also help to keep the excitement/enthusiasm 
going. GMA is working well in other districts.  
 
Why not 5M6? 

Writings from 1VDGE Cheryl  

Tidbits from the District and LCI 
 
New Facebook Page for District 5-6 Lions  
Operational 
 
Besides the District 5M-6 Vision newsletter and the 
District web-site, District 5M-6 Lions have a new  
option for accessing information about club and Lion 
activities. To access this site, goi to Facebook and 
search for Facebook District 5M-6 Lions.  Please 
change your bookmarks so that you do not access the 
previous Facebook page.   
 
Lions in Turkey Provide Earthquake Relief 
Through LCIF  
 
When a powerful earthquake hit Turkey and Syria on 
Feb. 5, homes crumbled to the ground, hundreds of 
other buildings collapsed, thousands of lives were lost, 
tens of thousands of people were displaced, and  
communities were changed forever.  
 
Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) quickly 
responded to empower their service by awarding a 
$200,000 Major Catastrophe Grant to Lions in Turkey. 
Grant funds will enable Lions to provide immediate, 
short- and long-term relief to victims of one of the  
largest earthquakes to hit the region in more than 100 
years.  
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Top: On Feb. 11, the Maplewood Oakdale Lions Club and the 

community made blankets for the Children’s Hospital and 

Chemo Care Kits for Minnesota Oncology. DG Gina Detviler 

(center) was one of the volunteers at the event.  

Top Right: Woodbury Lions staffed a display at R.H. Stafford 

Library to increase awareness of childhood cancer. The display 

contained a poster and book selections to enhance  

understanding and knowledge of local resources.  

Second Page Top: Top Right: Farmington Lions had a  

special guest speaker for their  February meeting, specifically. 

Lynn Gorski, Farmington’s City Administrator. The Club also 

presented the City with a large clock. 

Second Page Bottom: Some members of the Burnsville  

Savage Lions Club toured the Open Door Pantry's new  

location in Eagan. They left impressed with the organization’s 

new "digs" for providing them with information regarding how 

they assist those in need in the greater community.  

Immediate Right: Cottage Grove Lions at Rebus Berg.  
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Above: DG Gina Detviler speaking at the  

membership meeting of the Hastings Rivertown  

Lions Club.   

First Page, Top Right: Hastings Fire  

Department leaders were among those  

attending a Feb. 7 Super Breakfast held by the 

Hastings Rivertown Lions Club. At the event, a 

free will offering was be taken up to benefit the 

Hastings Fire and Rescue Department. 

Second Page, Top Right: The Vadnais Heights 

Lions Club worked on a service project involving 

the tying of fleece blankets.  

Second Page Bottom: DG Gina Detviler (first 

row center) spoke at a membership meeting of 

the Hastings Rivertown Lions Club. 

Across: Valentine's Day Lions monthly meeting 

for the St. Paul East Side Lions Club.   
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We want to promote your club’s events! Don’t see your event here?  

Please submit details to williamspkha2259@gmail.com  to get your event listed. 

MARCH/APRIL  

CLUB ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Maplewood North           3/23/1964 

Rosemount             3/27/1962 

Farmington             3/31/1953 

Roseville           4/20/ 1955 

North Suburban Evening     4/26/1973 

Afton/Bayport/Lakeland    4/30/2015  

 

Greetings, Lions and Leos! 

Every day, I am reminded of the reasons why I became a Lion more than 30 years 
ago: to serve and give back to my community. And that’s exactly what Lions and Leos 
do. We serve both our local and global communities, when and where people need 
our help. This service is made stronger through our global foundation. When you  
support LCIF, you are playing an important part in increasing our collective impact. 
 
 Through your acts of service and generosity, you make life-changing outcomes  
possible. I want to thank everyone who has supported LCIF financially and acted as 
an ambassador to magnify our mission. As you read this month’s newsletter, join me 
in celebrating all the good we do together, bringing help and hope to people in need 
across the globe. And, remember to continue sharing your LCIF stories with us, so 
we can celebrate your grant-funded service projects. 

 
 
 LCIF Chairperson  
Douglas X. Alexander  

 

Lion Spirit Award 

Is there someone in your club who 
always goes the extra mile? 
 
You may want to nominate them for 
a monthly Lion Spirit Award. Please 
send a nomination to DG Gina 
Detviler at gdetviler18@gmail.com 

Here is a list of possible traits for 
this member to exhibit: 

1. Courage to face challenges  
head-on. Problem solver.  

2. Team spirit, proud to be part of 
a Pride and Legacy, something 
bigger than themselves.  

3. Harmony. 

4. Passion and Perseverance. 

5. They enjoy having a good time. 
They encourage Fun and  
Fellowship.  

6. Innovation. This could be an a 
special opportunity to recognize, 
for example, new members who 
propose or pursue a new  
project, a new way of doing 
something, or a new challenge 
that proves to be successful. 

 

The nominators will not be named in 
the write-up appearing in the  
newsletter, so feel free to nominate 
that special Lion in your Club.  

mailto:events@lions5m-6.org
https://lcifpride.org/?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=LCF_EN_ChairpersonFeb_1038770039&utm_medium=email
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Integrating Breeze into his Life was a Breeze for Ridge 
 

Ridge knows the drill. As a successor client, Ridge's history 
with service dogs is extensive. Breeze is his third dog from 
Can Do Canines since becoming a client in 2006, and he 
trained a couple of dogs prior to that on his own. Despite 
having faced premature retirement with his 2019 Mobility 
and Hearing Assist Dog, Peggy, Ridge kept his heart open 
and ready to embrace a new partner. 
 
This summer, he was paired with Breeze, and says, “She is 
just perfect for me ... She makes me be a better person.” 
Ridge has Multiple Sclerosis, hearing loss, and vision issues, 
so Breeze had big paws to fill in learning a variety of skills. 
Ridge says, “I drop things a lot, including my guide cane. I 
always drop that.” Whether Breeze is picking up dropped 
items, tugging open doors, or alerting Ridge to different 
sounds, she allows Ridge to have a more independent life. “I 
don’t have to depend on other people,” he states.  
 
Wearing a patch on one eye, Ridge also relies a bit on 
Breeze’s vision. He explains that when they are out and 
about, he uses his guide cane but says, “She will show me 
where curbs are at and changes in elevation, you know, 
things like that. She will step up on them or stop at them.” He 
is also familiarizing her with the elevators at Mayo Clinic, 
where he regularly goes for appointments. When they are 
waiting at the bank of six elevators and they hear a signal 
that one has arrived, he asks Breeze, “Show me,” so she can 
direct Ridge to the correct one. 
 
Breeze’s energy level matches well with Ridge’s lifestyle. 
Though they enjoy going on walks and playing indoors, she 
has a mellow personality overall. “Breeze loves to cuddle all 
the time, and I like that,” Ridge admits. 
 
Being able to share life with an assistance dog like her is, well 
… a Breeze, and Ridge definitely appreciates it. He says, 
“There are really no words that I can say to say ‘thank you.’ 
There are no words to express how I feel. Losing my vision 
and hearing, I cannot train my own dogs anymore. I just don't 
have the ability, and without Can Do Canines, I wouldn't be 
able to. I wouldn’t have the independence without Breeze. I 
… I … There aren’t words.” 
  
Thank you to all those who made this partnership possible: 
 
Puppy Raiser — Stanley Correctional Institution 
Great Start Home — Christine Laney 
Whelping Home — Lindsay Merkel 
Special Thanks — Barb Verhage 
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Hearing Foundation Update 

 

As I have traveled this last couple of months with club visits and district conventions, I am always overwhelmed 

with the generosity of Lions and their clubs.  We have many projects that we have supported over the years with 

your donations – and continue to support--to help those with hearing needs. 

   

A statewide newborn hearing screening, the first in the country to do so in 1999. 

 

Hearing aid loaner programs for infants, children, and adults with side effects from cancer. 

 

Research grants that bring future medical solutions to fruition by providing space, equipment, and money  

necessary to support promising ideas.  Some that are in the process of researching are: tinnitus, nerve  

replacement, and cochlear implants. 

 

State-of-the-art updates to previous projects, including diagnostic equipment for the Children’s Hearing and 

ENT clinic and the U of Minnesota temporal bone lab. 

 

Affordable Hearing Aids project. Talk to your local Lions club for more information. 

 

Portable testing device for hearing. 

 

Used Hearing aid collections. Please donate by placing them in the eye glass donation boxes. 

 

U of M Lions Fellowship chair – Hubert Lim, noted researcher and professor with the university’s  

Otolaryngology Department, who is working to cure deafness. 

 

Thanks to all of you and your clubs who continue to support the Minnesota Lions Hearing Foundation.   

Your work is so appreciated. 

And thanks in advance for your support of the D-Feet walk, our signature fundraiser in June.  For more  

information, please go to our website www..org or use our QR code.  

 

 

5mhf 

http://www.5mhf.org
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Diabetes Foundation Update 
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Diabetes Foundation Update (cont.) 
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Diabetes Foundation Update 
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LCI Peace Poster and Peace Essay Contests 

Editor’s Note: For over three decades, Lions clubs around the globe have been sponsoring a very  

special art contest in schools and youth groups. Creating peace posters gives children everywhere the 

chance to express their visions of peace and inspire the world through art and creativity. To see  

winning Peace Poster winners from the 2022-2023 year, please click here.  

 

There is a corresponding essay contest for students who are visually impaired. To read the winning  

essays from previous years, please click here.  

The theme for the 2023-2024 LCI Peace Poster Contest as well as the Essay Contest is Dare to 

Dream. Some basic Information about the Peace Poster Contest follows. Additional information about 

both contests is also available on the District 5M-6 Facebook page, which can be accessed by  

going to Facebook and searching for the term Facebook District 5M-6 Lions. 

 

By contacting schools and youth organizations now, students have the opportunity to work on their art 

or essay through the summer. This allows schools to take part without interfering with the normal 

school curricula as the students can do the work as independent study.  

 

Additional resource material is available to help you plan a successful contest that reaches out and be-

comes a community event. Please contact Lion Mark Cavaleri PhD at ppc@woodburylions.org if you 

have any questions or would like assistance with your Peace Contests. 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/peace-poster-winners
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/peace-essay
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LCI Peace Poster and Peace Essay Contests 
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LCI Peace Poster and Peace Essay Contests 
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LCI Peace Poster and Peace Essay Contests 
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Upcoming Club Events 

 

 The White Bear Lake Lions Club will have their All Abilities Park Community Build on Saturday, June 3rd 

and Sunday June 4th, 2023. The build will take place from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. in Lakewood Hills 

Park. The project will require approximately 100 volunteers each day. There will be no hard or  

dangerous work. Pieces and parts for all the playground equipment must be carried to the assemblers. 

AM and PM shifts will be available. Please plan to help with this community event. Students looking for 

service hours are asked to help. Closed toe shoes please and gloves for safety. A light lunch will be 

provided. Watch for more updates as we get closer to June.  

 

 The Mounds View Lions Club is sponsoring an all-you-can-eat waffle dinner on Wednesday, March 22nd, 

at Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, 8211 Red Oak Drive, Mounds View, MN. Food will be served from 

4:15 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. A $5.00 per person donation to benefit the Mounds View food shelf is re-

quested. 

 

 The Cottage Grove Lions will have its annual Breakfast with the Easter Bunny at the Red Barn VFW in 

Cottage Grove on April 2nd, 2023 from 8:00 a.m. to noon. Come and take pictures of the kids with 

the Easter Bunny and have breakfast of pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy. Fresh 

Mini Donuts made right there will also be available for purchase. There will be free door prize  

drawings of bikes, balance bikes, tricycles and scooters for the children. 

 

 This year, the Shoreview Arden Hills Lions Club is hosting the TASTE of Shoreview. The event will take 

place at the Shoreview Community Center, 4580 Victoria St. N, Shoreview, on Thursday, April 20.  

Tickets for the event may be purchased here.  

 

 Host/Co-Host Families are needed for the 2023 MD5M Youth Camps and Exchange. Camp Spicer is  

scheduled for July 21 to July 29. Host families are needed when the youth are not at camp.  

Information and applications for potential hosts can be accessed by clicking here.  If you have  

questions, you may also contact Lion Laurie directly at lions5m6youthexchange@hotmail.com Thank 

you for all of your ongoing support of Lions International Youth Camps and Exchange programs.  

 

https://www.shoreviewardenhillslions.org/event-details/taste-of-shoreview
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/become-a-host
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Upcoming Club Events 
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Upcoming Lions Training Event 
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Other Upcoming Event 
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Our New Members 

 

Kathyrn Thoemke Afton/Bayport/Lakeland (ABL) 

 Sponsor: Vicki Slagle 

 

Mike Thoemke  Afton/Bayport/Lakeland (ABL) 

 Sponsor: Vicki Slagle 

 

Emily Schafhauser  Eagan 

 Sponsor: Matt Trainer 

 

Sid Hegseth  Lakeville 

 Sponsor: Paul Haglund 

 

Carter Stults Jr. Miesville 

 Sponsor: John Wiedeholt 

 

Timothy Weber Miesville 

 Sponsor: N/A 

 

Thomas Florczak South St. Paul 

 Sponsor: Paul Zubrzycki 

 

Dawn Dush  SSP Southwest Lioness Lions 

 Sponsor: Jeanette Wolf Boettcher 

 

Lisa Gonzalez  SSP Southwest Lioness Lions 

 Sponsor: Peggy Wildenauer 

 

Jeanette Wolf Boetcher SSP Southwest Lioness Lions 

 Sponsor: Dee Krey 

 

Ken Lewis   St. Paul East Side 

 Sponsor: David Gallaway 

 

Lynn Hunsberger Woodbury 

 Sponsor: Matthew Johnson 
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Lions District 5M-6 is not responsible for content or digital publication practices of the entities above.  Please check with each site  

publisher above and their corresponding terms of use and privacy policies. 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

25TH of each month 
 

Submit your club events, club awards,  

and Lions program articles to: 

williamspkha2259@gmail.com 
 

If you have any questions / concerns, please contact your 
Newsletter Editor IPDG Paul Williams at  

williamspkha2259@gmail.com 
 

Thank you!! 

 

 ► District 5M-6 Website: Lions 5m-6.org Updated) 

 ► District 5M-6 Facebook Page:  District 5M-6 Lions (New) 

► Lions Clubs International:  Lions Clubs International 

► Multiple District 5M (MD5M):  MD5M Website 

► Lions MD5M Hearing Foundation:  MD5M Hearing Foundation 

► Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation:  MN Lions Diabetes Foundation 

 ► Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation:  MN Lions Vision Foundation  

► Leader Dogs for the Blind:  Leader Dogs 

► MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation:  MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation  

 ► Lions MD5M KidSight Foundation:  MD5M KidSight Foundation  

 ► Can Do Canines: Can Do Canines  

 ► Lions Gift of Sight:  Lions Gift of Sight  

 ► Project New Hope: Project New Hope MN  

► Special Olympics: Special Olympics MN 

DISTRICT 5M-6 

Lions Clubs International extends 

our mission of service every day – 

in local communities, in all corners 

of the globe. The needs are great 

and our services broad, including 

sight, health, youth, elderly, the 

environment, and disaster relief. 

mailto:williamspkha2259@gmail.com?subject=Article
https://www.lions5m-6.org/?fbclid=IwAR325QkNIggUo12cSi3yiZOMEPs58ynz1tlDfFIq7w0mpfei0bQXoFk9CZg
http://www.lionsclubs.org/
https://lionsmd5m.org/
https://www.5mhf.org/
https://www.mnlionsdiabetes.org/
https://www.mnlionsvisionfoundation.org/
https://www.leaderdog.org/
https://mnlionschildhoodcancerfoundation.org/
https://www.kidsightmd5m.org/
https://www.can-do-canines.org/
https://www.lionsgiftofsight.org/
https://www.projectnewhopema.org/
https://specialolympicsminnesota.org/

